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Abstract: The Chinese caterpillar fungus Ophiocordyceps sinensis is a traditional and valuable medicine

which is widely used for medicinal and health foods. In this paper the progresses on the geographical
distribution and morphological characteristics of natural O. sinensis; the isolation classification genetic
and evolution and mass production of O. sinensis fungus; the classification geographical distribution

biology and artificial rearing of the Hepialidae host insect; the artificial cultivation of fruit bodies of
O. sinensis; and the chemical constituents and bioactivities of O. sinensis were reviewed; the current
issues and the future prospects in the research of O. sinensis were discussed.
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Table 1 Elevation of Ophiocordyceps sinensis distributed in different aeras ( Zhang et al. 2011)
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Fig. 4 The morphology of solid colony mycelia and conidia of Ophiocordyceps sinensis
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Fig. 7 The fruiting bodies of Ophiocordyceps sinensis from

the infected host larvae
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