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Application of thymol in beekeeping practices and the related

research progress
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Abstract: The health of honeybee colonies is crucial to beekeeping practices. The use of
conventional chemical treatments in honeybee colonies may lead to residues in honeybee products
and contribute to the development of pathogen resistance. In contrast, natural products with higher
safety profiles offer promising potential for maintaining both colony health and the quality of
honeybee products. Thymol, a natural product known for its high safety, exhibits antimicrobial
and acaricidal properties and has been widely adopted in beekeeping overseas. This article reviews
the research on thymol's effectiveness in controlling honeybee diseases and pests, its effects on
honeybees, and the residual concentrations of thymol detected in honeybee products. We aim to
provide a comprehensive review to promote the adoption of thymol in Chinese beekeeping
industry and encourage the innovation of related products.

Key words: Thymol; Varroa destructor; Apis mellifera; natural products

W A R FR UG A P SRAG AR T AR I AT SR 2 1, T 8] B2 068 7 i S B 2 4 M 245 40 0 2

BEWH: EFREHEARERED (CARS-44); FIT R AHL & ESH (PH20220006)

PEE WA My, 5, WA, BFI07 My S PiiBi#%, E-mail: yangsn@zju.edu.cn

“BIEH Author for correspondence: K, t+, %, FEHF AT FONEBIN SR, E-mail: hqzheng@zju.edu.cn
WA H ] Received: 2024-08-01; &[5 H #] Revision received: 2024-10-18; 5% H ] Accepted: 2024-10-21



ZAVEPI T T E HI12), B R FE B AW R 218 . FADIRA 5T R 22 4K
PR, AEFRIEAE R AT AR RIS TR ), A e R I T R I R

B EM (Thymol, 5-HE-2-REERE), N4HEEMH. BEHEEH, L2—MHETZ
FE WS TERN A BA . BA R 28 DL R ST R 7 b 1 R AR S I KA B )
EN—F B AV sy, B BB X415 (Kachur and Suntres, 2020). H &
(Marchese et al., 2016) - W UEEHA — & WMHIEMH, HX B2 RS (Salehi et
al., 2018) . JFH, EEEMHAZYE R (United States Food and Drug Administration,
FDA) #H EMmAIAN T — AN %2 RKEIN7E H (Generally Recognized As Safe,
GRAS) (Escobar et al., 20200, T H REFARE. M@ &G E B ERZ2et, a1
R E FRe B s S 32 63, IR, 16 br_b T IT & R 2 R0 L= i
W17 KA ) Apilife VAR, [ (1) Apiguard. Ff 1) Thymovar 5. 730X 71 BT 25 140
HUEAEH L X W I R DA R AE I 7 P B B T LN A AT SRR, DU E L
FEFR FE TR 7= i N F SR A 25
| AR EERREER
1.1 FriaisiErm

IKHT BLI Varroa destructor J& B W ) A a7 A= By, R £ B 06 (¥ IR DT 44 R ITLOBE 28, R EHX
BB B, RN BRI RE, X VU7 B Apis mellifera R B fEFH . B TES
SR 70T 08 7 i RS G B BLIRG Bt B I 241, SRR D T AE IR AR i 71U A9 B O
Forh e B2 H AT E NI 2T K TR 2 I RIR = 2 —

HAE 1984 4F, Marchetti & (1984) #n) i B FERERE I B FHBEAT 1 W08R, BFFE AN iR
BT LY S R AT AN (15 /R A, RINLE BEYHE TGt 2 A R i 751
OB EE AR % (Marchetti et al., 1984) o {HTE 1991 £ — WU 78 7, fd A B B 7
WA (0.5 g8l 537 B2 MRME (Chiesaand D’Agaro, 1991) . Rickli %% (1991)
Vot DA LY N R DL R (Apilife VAR) HEAT T A SRR B0IAR, 155
TEIFHBCR (Rickli et al., 1991) o Bif5, HHRBEANRWAMMHZE 7 RE, 240
I 5 A A 4Tt DA L Dy = SRR R ) (GR D

1 @l E BB~

Table 1 Commercial acaracides based on thymol

7 i I %

FEZE 4 Main component £ Matrix
Product Nation
» . TR 8 g AEHREIN 1.72 g A NEHEMEE 0.39 g I 0.39 g/
Apilife ol - “ . .
VAR Hal Thymol 8 g, eucalyptus essential oil 1.72 g, levomenthol 0.39 g, JEZIK By B i Expanded phenolic resin
taly
camphor 0.39 g / strip
e

Apiguard HEE (25%) Thymol (25%) SRR Slow-release gel
Britain



Fii
Thymovar FHE® 15 g/F Thymol 15 g/strip FYEZ T Cellulose wafers
Switzerland

ROHEA YR . KGR . IE L5
(RATRITE RS g B 2 g/ : o T
Ecostop Hydroxyethyl cellulose, calcium sulfate

Bulgaria Thymol 5 g, Peppermint oil 2 g/strip
dihydrate, Bentonite, etc

2019 4%, SEHEM—DUR A SR, B W2 R R IRy T A R
35.3%), JFHAEXZAE IS S0 REAE T 2R R4 BUR A 7KF (Haber eral., 2019) o IK4E,
Sabahi 55 (2020) BB TR H B (6 g/MEAH) FIH M (6 g/igf), WRIH RLF
PRI AR, HBCRAR TR AN 20, I HAERRACMERE 0 R b, o P LT e AR
B TS AN SR AR #A (Sabahi er al., 20200 o BT, —JUAERKZEAE AR L) A R
Apistan CHUIZEEIEG) #ATHRWEOB R4 70 RIS R B, 1 BB IR 8O 5
A A Apistan #H24 (Khajehali ef al., 2023) o 2R 7R 7T B £E VA Ml 50 R E# R
DL RIOBCR, I T 8 BB E R AW

BRI ORI, E BB (10 /WA S5, MIEHE N B S E  FF 55 1  PU
TR VUKFIRIVESECR T, A B va iR, (RO 3 55 1 9 RO 1 B A A%
FAR T HERALPE (Airahuacho ef al, 2023) . JFH, Hybl % (2021) 7£SZE = FillE 30
Tl e ) 2 0 R PLAR B M (0 LA A 45 SR o, AT 225 R AR Rl AR T e R &R
FEARUERCR R FIR, N S e e B E B T H BBy (Hybletal, 2021) .

BT ER 0 5 55 T P9 B B A REOR B 2 DA R e B R AR 5 0 e R, 5 AR R
SR 0 S (R & — T AT 16 460% . Toomemaa (2019) ¥RFT T HIR 5 1 B (1 W R U8
25 AR R A IARIR BEVE MR R 20 T 3 — /- W (Toomemaa, 2019). 7E
HEBSHE TR 1 L IR R, X i 55 v R4 SR R U F TR =2 2
(Begna etal., 2023) o FZE4y AEH B RIS F HL) -8 o7 WA DR THh VL B 6 i LA
Jo v B AN LA RS IR A YRR AL BB, TR AR IHEEIR 5 Apistan J5 WECR B4 T
Xof FEZE DL R T By EER 4 (Khajehali ef al., 2023) .

S — Se R FAE G T T b AR LR ) 2 PR A B R R A SEBR AR . R
Apiguard 1 Apilife VAR 2 BRUETY J5, 3 5 7 F1 BAE B S X g 2 A2 #0225 N % (Floris
etal., 2004) . fE3E DI 5 AN [ B R A 2% 4 (14 e 37 047 1) R (B30, 98N 5
FL# T Apilife VAR, Apiguard F Thymovar 3 Flgi 24 808, 45 278 Apiguard 192305 B
BART 53 AE w255, B W 750 1) 92 R ) 28052 ) 1 B AT B R R AR B E M (Tlak Gajger
etal, 2019) (£ 1) .

B R RN A3 B — 2 AT, B H RDL (Resistance to dieldrin) 52 {4 /&
Cys-loop oA | 145 B BB B 5 % (Cys-loop ligand gated ion channel superfamily) f{j— 51,
GRS Z R % B B B AR (Cens et al, 2022) o 2014 4F, Price %% T I
I fY) RDL WA M2 X HE[H, iR PR 5 ) | e RDL SZARTE 52 R FLIE A 4 DX I8 R 1R 7 51



EARAE 4N E R BRI, W E SRR, Hdh AR SR 38T E R
RDL AR AR R P28 T84 2022 4F, % BIBA SO0 EG T B4 FLig RDL 5244 7 56 1 g
75 % W% RDL Z AR R B A B E T, RBICAH BT AN, b sl v R 1 it P - 0 A At % B
A S P D 5 28R R 1 T S £ T RDL 244 2B AL F 3509 (Price and Lummis, 2014,
2022). H H T E R BRI R AANIRE A ARG, & 2A 2 Wi A TR R .
1.2 inf=REER

WA TR P A AE I 22 T B R e 1 A R 1 7 B S T, U o A S e T P B S
(Deformed wing virus, DWV). Bl & &4 hAv T ¥R R (Sacbrood virus, SBV)
AR T B30 0 R BURR AL T () LA 51 2 PR 75 (Israeli acute paralysis virus, IAPV) 4§,
EARERERZ, BT REEEZ A, H 070 Bon B B F R R & —E P R # 7),
X ) e M B — e R .

7E B8R TC PUAH A b (8 VLY 2 i Apiguard 30 d 5, B Y IR Sk B G R
Bt (Acute Bee Paralysis Virus, ABPV) FFIRL) AU ak & I N, HEEMpEe
7 PASOBFIRILN (5N K, WRAHIE) FEABBEEF LR (54ES
S SRR E OO GH G AN G A S G R PR A DG I TR R IA AR AH R AR
& (Boncristiani et al., 2012) , WE7s 7 F By A] AR 8 15 S ) S 2 B HUm R EH -
FESER =54 F, X H1ESe T Flock House virus (FHV). DWV #1 Sindbis virus (SINV)
BT T E B (0.16 ppb) TMRSS, # AW REAE W TR, JF H RNA TP cHE
DRl 0 B P i ] e O 3% J5R B 1 5 PRI SR IA /KPG8 B 1 L R0 1 o e ) a8
RGP L FR Y (Parekh er al., 2021) o BAIHEZE (2024) M 9 FhRIR=H)
JRE HH BT B W T AR B I B Y, ORI L3R IAPV MBI NS H BB MK S,
LHXTRHAREL, TAPV o #0535 FEAIC; WX T B 2R TAPV Al SBV [ E I%, B
EHEMMRKE, REEE R TR, T H S 8 R D) AE O 9N B S R R
. DLERgs R, E B R REE T S R ST L B e B R DL B
TRTERR -

SR1fT, 7E Hsieh % (20200 FISLI = FE o, Toie 2 TR 14 1] M Gds 2 v o7 2 b e i
B B e s R T By, X TR T IAPV [ B I I7 I RIS S L B 35 4
Fto REFRERE, LFEERFPER T R5, KERPE SR A A, H DWV A
TAPV iX P fih 25 e 5 75 e R I i B 1 % (Al Naggar et al., 2015) , X AJ GEAMG IR & B
H MR IREA . BeAh, ANFIBE T TR 4510 A — SO0 1 B0 T RS AR S0 % 1, 4F
Sl B FTAL RS . HARIEA G, B BRI 5 1 1E FHIE A Rt — B A
1.3 FEEEETRAEENER

B 7 DULMEAN TR, R R R 0 LA SR B A — @ RO . T TR
SRS RN 4y L FE SR A S 4 B R R AR, i B S TR B A B v



(Wiese et al., 2018) o TEXHHL K& Galleria mellonella J5TH, Sohail % (2021) 45 3
SR B TE BT 8 kR AR 7 vk K S A R R I e A B
Nosema ceranae [EGL (W W, TRNE BMGE, SR FRE B, SN HUR NI,
AT B T3 R B MK (Glavinic er al, 2022) . 71 BB VA & Fh 35 i s v g
LR RAFR, FeBH T LA S B (g R v (KB 8 7
2 BEMXEERS
2.1 EREFE TR

AR WY rh AR AE T R BT A S IC A P AT HARE IR A A e R R R 2B G E 1Y)
TEH . B B B BRI R, TR IR PN A FH I 2 o 8 e st b AT, DA BN
B0, fERER SN GBI 27°C) [FHE B FECEBEIL T RN (Ells and
Baxendale, 1997). TESCIGESAF T, JE I I MK 77 2R v B My s 2 e 1) 1 R 1, R
Bl 1000 ppm ) 7 B EY X BT (Ebert ef al, 2007) o PBAH LKLY, RAG7HETET#
FUBWAI RS, A ER A 2 SEOREHEEILT: (Glavan et al., 2020) .

BB Tg AT NSRRI GREEER . B HE (Apiguard) FIAE AR SO i A
T BRAE T A B M A RS 7, (B BE T I F 25 R L RSB T T IS BR R B B T R
(Colineral., 2019 o FfH., 7B AL PSR VA 77 L BF 0 T R B AT iR i)
# (Gashout et al., 2020a) . Colin %% (2020) [IBFEM, HEEMERE AR THE
T3 FF) SRR PR T 52 381 a0 T, L T L g Wk e R ER PR D0 2> A5 2 B AIG . 1EAZ R ) 2 2 e ik
TR AATEMHEAY, Gashout %5 (2020b) # it PER 356 4 A2 T HUL A HE . XCH Bk
WEEERE . PR LA S By S R A R SR (1 R o B e A2 Be s, ORI E B 2
Ml — A%} B 23 R R R 25 . TR, IR FC R B, 6 B B TR VR A G
IR, FEAREN & I T ATEN & (Martin Ewert ez al., 2023) . DL EHfFFiR M,
R R T TUAEAT NI RIS, A R T i) Hofh — LSRRl RE 7y, A R TR IE
BT

0t B IR 1) B M DL SO B AT N I RE A 2 A, A TR R B A . g A
AKX B AR AT T F . Glavan 25 (20200 FIBFFC R B, BB AL FH IR
WIS I BNRRE (AChE) AI#sREA D H Ik S-#6#2 8 (GST) &1k, RUIH Byl
REXT B BT A RG LRI o BFE 5 — T T b, S My 0 M 5 350 2 0k g iy
MRk D> UL R 55 b s A REAH DG 1Y) 3 AN EZ B R (Vg proPO Rl GOx) 3% 1k & 1) & 1I%
(Canché-Colli et al., 2021) o FrLA, T By 5 g (e B 1) 52 0 75 SE S T IR R . i
A L S R o W R 5 TR B 7 EEAEF, Ewert % (2023) X BLAE B 1 R & 1 B
R BB K, R B ME S R AR (3 000 pg/mL) BRI E E AR (100
pg/mL) AIREK AN B (1) 8 F A% O B T A Py i) =F B = AR B R, HR ) e
ARG BEALIY Lactobacillus Firm-5 & 847 EJHE%, Alpha 2.1 S 8EA P&, KT



LRSI B0 s AR A . Glaviniéds (2023) AR T A Y 16 IE L4
MFR AmE-711 P31, RN TRV DL PR R 7EARIRE R R stk 2k, A
TERRIE R on il T s e d .

DL EBRFER W, ENEE L O E R T E N, (H R R 0 R S
WA FAS R E IR o X SR IR R AVIAE A v A P LT I R P ik A RGR R
BRI E B AR AL, DASE BB X T R
2.2 o T FOEEEE A0

Whittington 5% (2000 HFTHEH, (0 B B A 5t 25 AL B RE I 330 T — 2 1 £ 457
%Ko ABAE — TR0 3K 7% 09 70 0 e R g 0 e g sE g b, R LA B T R g B A
(LDso=3 240 pg/g) fiX TAEG AR A Kk (LDso=21.8 pg/g) FHIZFESBE (LDso=586
pg/g),  HIH i B MR o (K T 0 T Bt (LDso=524 pg/g)  (Dahlgren ef al.,
2012) . Giacomelli ¢ (2016) Hf7iK M, {FH Apiguard ELLALFEERE 20 d, WA KIE
FAHCMIMGR . BT DL BT A, B BB RS, (B TR RO AR
Ko FRETERELTT T80 TR ¢, DRIMTE MR o (3 B B v A R DAL

Xf Tk, Burley 25 (2008) {4 F Apilife Var &b BRUSTE S, fl R A e Ui 2 FORS
SR T EAE 6 F, AR 75 1, KDL Apilife Var 4 BRYURE T35 /7 9 R 53K T 6
4 (Burley etal., 2008) . [FIFf, Johnson %% (2013) 45 1~4 H W& fl o b b 1] W TV B0 AE 711 &
(K1 6 FhA MR ORI ZEMNE . WREERE. Mellils . OUF BK. FEERANE B, JREARICE U
WETE, 2~3 A G EET AR I, B A% A T A B R M RS TS R 2, B L
FEIN T MW P AR BRI REE T AR ET HLI A DR MR 5 T RIS )
2.3 WEEL RIS

TR BRI R B R A . Floris 55 (2004) f# H Apiguard fil Apilife
VAR ACHEUERE, RIUE T IOBCE B, X AT AR T B R R AR ) TR
ATAMARE . 57— BRI RN B G e E Bk &S E Y ®
E B, 45 R R4 R BB R N Bl T 2 iE UG FE AR (Charpentier
etal, 2014) . (EZRJETC LW/ AKX, FRZEAE A E B I AR M RE Y (R4 de . i DL 22 A
FEE BRI SIS R A RN (Colin et al., 2021) o LZEARIE, T EBE I
Ao S EUE 4 R P T 2 B E R0, (AT RS R T TAEAT N, BUEE 24
HURIH B4 H
3 AEMESE~mPIEER

B R BRI GRAS JE 5, (Hid &1 H Bl o S804 5 RIR s, g
an P B SR B AR A RR 20 . B A BUF IR M, Apiguard H1 Apilife VAR 7EIETE
Hr ST 1 G TR R 20 BN 50%A0 85%,  IETHE M4 AR vh 0 T LY T4 B4 N 3.07
mg/kg F1 1.97 mg/kg, FEFH E EM MR, 5 2 FF RN & B 5-F S 8 R ERINE



0.89 mg/kg f1 0.75 mg/kg, &T H EERHR{E 1.1~1.3 mg/kg (Floris et al., 2004) . [FH,
Adamczyk % (2005) 73 BILEREHEH ] Apilife Var. 71 B EYRIONE AR . BB RS A
AR ZE N T BB TSR0 H0N 2.8 ng/g. 2.6 ng/g. 2.5 nglg, BIMET &5 & R IkRiE
PR 50 mg/kg, (H T BREYRSERGE 1.1~1.3 pg/g, ] HE S M 2 A TR A AU Z5 M1
WRIE o 7E 3~ ¥ — T00GT i it e (10 v P R R B B KA A (1993-2019 4F) AR,
HHEE &R E 2000 IR F TR (87.5 mg/kg), BEJGMHIRERK. 7WHER, g TH
FRBEVEF Tt a5 RO TUME, T MY ANRE, 5 B0 L AR R T R . R,
W T TR T I b AR B B L A e R, SRR RERR AL T E M & E N 500
mg/kg (i T BT A A5 s 7 L & B A s (D MOMRRS AL, A A S I e B b
E B 0.01~0.05 mg/kg, A I iR I B XU (0 B AE, 2 et rh i B I R T N e
i RS E] 2 AN (Kasteral., 2021) o PLERIAFRE, H RS E Tg%E K&
e, BRI SN S R S 0 R, R R R L (R R
PTG 0 e 85 XU o DRI, SR e 2 7 v f 46 D 91 o 7 AR B — e sl . (HE R
AT KT B TE M T30 DA SO IR R ok B AT 9, T TP JEAH OCSSG,  DAASTH VP A5 B
FE WP i v 1 B IR o
4 REERE

B PR 6 ) E I A P R S8 P e 1 7= o 0 24 75 % B B R 245 P v ) 1)
U, JFROH R 20t FR0 A PG A IR o B — B RIR = B B
VER SRR ), RIS X B ARIAEE R e B A PR BT B/ . BRI, E B R AR A
I —FARAT ¥ SR, FEFRIGE AP oo N AN

ZEAAT N RS S T B 7= SR 5~10 g 77 & 10 B B ml Dok IR B FH 1A 2 5l
T CWE H M AEVE IR TR S B TR AR . DA A5 RIS B SR )
FRONEF, B EMmAFIEIEE 10~15 g, DIRBHERAMZ. (B E BBy
B 52 2SR R, BRI R RE AR 1 AR A R R R, DL AR L2 M e k. [
B, EEMH SRR R F T Y R AR DA SR A e ST AR
TN AR ZH AR s 0 75 20, 1 — B0 kL 7 % Wi el T 7 J THD ARV
IH, BT H B TE— 8 50 T 0 B F 1 7 AE RS, DA B T B XS 0 7 ot it 5 AR [V 5
Wi, AR TR 2 — PR R B VR RILEL, DA R SE RS v A0 22 4 1 FH 24 3R

BbAl, 275 % W Apis cerana VE AR LIEFMER E 2%, BT HAEAH R 2 R R s
(YRS P 52 3 ORI I (0 72 B T o LT A IR g B b R B AR R A, L E BTG
T B R AR 5 B R B AT AR AT AE A o AR G T AT AT DA AT M OP A F B
FT- B ¥ - 07 0 3 2 e T RS IR P AT 1, DAHES) T L S 4t S P T R Rl
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