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Application and research progress of thymol in beekeeping practices

YANG Shang-Ning', LIN Rui-Ping’, WEI Rui-Ke', ZHENG Huo-Qing'" (1. College of Animal Sciences,
Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China; 2. Pinghu Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Station,
Pinghu 314200, Zhejiang Province, China)

Abstract: The health of honeybee colonies is crucial to beekeeping practices. The use of conventional
chemical treatments in honeybee colonies may lead to residues in honeybee products and induce drug
resistance in pathogens. In contrast, natural products with higher safety profiles offer promising potential
for maintaining both colony health and the quality of honeybee products. Thymol, a natural compound
known for its high safety, exhibits antimicrobial and acaricidal effects and has been widely adopted in
beekeeping overseas. This paper reviews the research advances in thymol’s effectiveness in controlling
honeybee diseases and pests, its effects on honeybees, and the residual concentrations of thymol detected in
honeybee products. We aim to provide a comprehensive review to promote the adoption of thymol in
Chinese beekeeping industry and encourage the innovation of related products.
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i e S — i IR, HO AR R
5 (Salehi et al., 2018). JFH, EFEE MY
& M J  (United States Food
Administration, FDA) F & BERFIA T — MBS AH
LRIIINFNIE B (Generally Recognized As Safe,
GRAS) (Escobar et al., 2020), H T F H 15
W P S v OB S e, T R SR
YR P N T 2 O, PR R, TR
PR b © BT A Rl 2 M B 7 L A0 R Y
Apilife VAR, 3% [¥] i) Apiguard . i+ #) Thymovar
S RSO E R h e UE AR L X e
S LA SR 7 it b 1 5k B S IE Y N R AT 2R A
IS DAy #f 5 7T B I A e () e A 7 v g I ] i A
fid.

and Drug

| BEMpiaERRREEH

1.1 Bhigt&dH{EF
K FUW Varroa destructor 32 5 W A28 A= 1,

W £ %85 0 114 i I R IR L, O A BB I A% 2
W BE L AR EE MR YRR, XT VY 5 1% Apis
mellifera 85 ™ F 1 o FH T4 48 A8 0 500 6T 8 7
()75 Y Ko B 0 47 H8 B A i 2540, SRR = IAE N
TWRTE MR AR B e, HohE B R HAnfE R
W2 R RIS Z M RIR 2 —

FL7E 1984 4F, Marchetti % (1984) &t Xt i H
13 FE S B P A N FH AT T 904K, mESE N Ll E
L SRR IR T AL B (15 oA ), ABLAE B
P FH 4 AL G Al 2 A RS il ) A5 A 18 FLAIUR
22 (Marchetti et al., 1984). {HFE 1991 4F f)—I04F
Foh, A EEBA R (0.5 g8 B8 T 8%
B9 A BE AR (Chiesa and D’Agaro, 1991) . Rickli
5 (1991) g Yk DA HLEY A 32 A Y R
AWEF) (Apilife VAR) #E47 1 28 396 2508 090 38,
BE] T AR (Rickli et al., 1991). FiJ5,
AR AR 23 T, Z2EK
HB AR 4k IF & DL A H G R 32 B TR Y R i 7
(#£1),

x1 Al BEEBIH R

Table 1 Commercial acaracides based on thymol

72 5 Product [E] % Nation

FZ S Main component

FL T Matrix

HIRM 8 g, MBIHTM 1.72 o ZETEW AT

Apilife VAR & KH Lialy

£0.39 g, Filli§0.39 o/ 5

JEZ K I EE A BE Expanded phenolic resin

Thymol 8 g, eucalyptus essential oil 1.72 g,

levomenthol 0.39 g, camphor 0.39 g / strip

ZEREEEIL Slow-release gel
LY Z M Cellulose wafers
FROFEAYER . KA RIS . i 155

Apiguard L[ Britain HIEE (25%) Thymol (25%)

Thymovar Fii+: Switzerland HHE 15 ¢/ Thymol 15 g/strip
FHLES g WG 2 o/ H

Ecostop IrSIvAIRIA Bulgaria d ’ &

Hydroxyethyl cellulose, calcium sulfate

Thymol 5 g, Peppermint oil 2 g/strip

dihydrate, Bentonite, etc

20194F, FEEM—ITHAMREN, H 15
JEBCE R I IRy R A X 19 35.3%)
I B 7E 2 2 FH IE 25 {20 T2 R AR R IR A 7K
SF- (Haber et al., 2019), K4, SabahiZ: (2020)
(B 5 2E BH i BL I A 1) (6 o/ M AE ) A H i 7
(6 g/ME46), BRI RAFARIRCE, HACRIL
TR A Z 5, JF H AR A e i B H v,
FH A By Y e 1 2 B0 S A TS R RN A 5 B R
(Sabahi et al., 2020). fit, —WFERKZRA A B
1y B M kb 27 A R W86 ) Apistan (FRUME 2 TR )

PEAFIG WS BT I 403 70 d YR ER & PR, & LAY
RIEFHR G Apistan #1124  (Khajehali er al., 2023) .
Z2 R AL ) T A VA O R R R Y
RO, R T E IR R R B
LT R B, A A (10 g/#5E)
Jo . DNEETE DA AT S5 0 | 3F 55 00 LI AT AR R LA
FARIR VR BORE , A B A B IR i asCR
1B HEX 38 55 - 9 RL g 19 Bl 3 A8OR IR T R Ab PR
(Airahuacho et al., 2023). FfH., Hybl% (2021)
e 5256 28 I AE 30 PR Tk X %8 e R U39 RE A A L
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EER B, Warm . 25 Rl 4 2=l
THTE A8 00 57 275 S5O % TR B, KT e 1) 2B 4
PEREMEIL T A M (Hybler al., 2021).

BT FEL Ty T 3 i DA BL G B B IR AR A 2
DL R A PR PR R PR RS 55 A )8, 5 A KSR 7 )
{18 e ] feff ] — 350 A] JE SR W% . Toomemaa (2019)
I T RS [ BBy R PRI N, S5 R
TR 5 BRI 8 A A W RIOCR W 35 O T B — il
& (Toomemaa, 2019). 7EFH Ml 5 7B 1
PO B P B, % ol 190 2 e 2 £ 90 1% 06 5] S i 2
BEAY =452 % (Begna et al., 2023). HZ=/plfli
PO EL B BRI . P 0y — A - R T IR S
e LA K LIy R TS B ARG TR G W B M Ak T
BERS, IREAEIMBEERE S Apistan J6 S 5500 4 4 1 X6F
ML N H B BEE 4. (Khajehali ez al., 2023).

T3 — SRR OCTE T I EAFTE I 2 R RS
i A6 ET L T A% gl ) A S BRASCR o A Apiguard A
Apilife VAR Ab BRI RE f5 ,  J5h 35 7 R0 AT 28 06 (1) e
W5 7 A R A R (Floris et al., 2004) . £
X 1V 5 A AN [a] b BN S A 1) e 3 14 A 7 11 H TR
W, B9 AN E T Apilife VAR, Apiguard
H1 Thymovar 3 FlE 25 BURICR , 455 7R Apiguard /)
ROR W AR T 55 Sh IR 258, H A8 850 1) S PR 2
Rz 3 PR A 8 AR AOIROLBY 2 (Tlak Gajger
etal., 2019) (£1),

AR A AL T AR B AT, B
HURDL (Resistance to dieldrin) 32 {4 J& Cys—loop fic
R 8 il BB 4% (Cys—loop ligand gated ion
channel superfamily) ) — 01, ZZHEIEZ R R
FIEZHFR (Cens et al., 2022), 20144, Price
e RE IS T FLIE Y RDL AV JE M2 X JE [N, %3
[ 5 i 7 L RDL 2 AR AE 32 U8 FLIE A e IX I
BRI A FAEAE A28 S SRR R AL, i i i AR
R, Ho—ER AR S 30T A X RDL
ZARMVE R R T A8 4k . 2022 4F, % A BA XX L
T B XS RO RDL 32 44 B F PG Jy i RDL 32
RS AR SR, R B BRI, H
DNV L T ot P T A s X B i e e M ) e 28R K
G PERT BB 2 B T RDL SZ MR 19 28 fk 1M B0 (Price
and Lummis, 2014, 2022). {H i 7 5B 2 6 1Y
HARDLHEE ARG W, 724 B 2 i tr
8

12 fimEER

B PP A T 1) 22 Tl i X 2 068 110 ft TR G T
PG H L U N S P A B R
(Deformed wing virus, DWV) . i % ¥4 kb1
HHER L) KU 3E  (Sachrood virus, SBV) LI A 52
O W SR WURR AL T 1) L 68 MR BE (Israeli
acute paralysis virus, [APV) 5. {H5E &0,
bR T ARG A o BT R L R AR
B W PUE MR TR 7, W00 ) e B 1 AE
A—EH.

e B 5% JC TC W B BE ob 0 T B
Apiguard 30 d 5, 289 P Y S0t S 04 RR R B
(Acute Bee Paralysis Virus, ABPV) FHFEAR 4 oG
WA AT RS, H A6 R P45 K
WA (5HEENEA G, mReibitt) MEN
W A (SAEE TS EY el
PP OC) © A I B 5 TN G2 £ 5 OB R g A G
e R 26 3k & A M N B A8 6 (Boneristiani et al. ,
2012), W7 17T LI AT AR o 9 T e Y e
FIPORBEAE o TERIERMT, X nld&ge T
Flock House virus (FHV) . DWV # Sindbis virus
(SINV) Hy# AT 1T | Bl (0.16 ppb) HRJE,
F AR TR U T, O H RNA TSGR |
U UL PR R B B i 2 1 R PR R AR KPR T 4
e, 2 BT HL I AR A% 1 o G 1Y SR 0 R ST N TR
PLIX LR B (Parekh er al., 2021). HHIHE%
(2024) OBl IR 7= My v i 2 Hh BL B 940 7 AR
WA BB, RIN TR APV )% 145 A7
TERB KIS, SXIRAA L, APV
AR TR XE T AR TAPV I SBV ) 2
e, IREEERBRKE, RERESEET
Wi, T L e e e R 28 DR G 1 O 0 Dt 2 1 R A
B EH. DL EREREN, T B ] A
s 1 Y B . P v e B T LU B BT 7
ROR .

SR, 1E Hsieh 55 (2020) MSEE =BT,
TCVE Je: TP 1 ) DR S22 06 9 e ] MR 70 2 %
R A L, X TR T IAPV Y AR R
IRAG B BB ERT . AR,
K ZETEERE P Ay, IR R BIIA RO I A
AL, H DWV I TAPV i3k 19 i 2 e 3 7 SR L % 0
B E W (Al Naggar et al., 2015), XA GEFIEIR
TR R R A G WA, ARSI
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AR A — B BLIE T RE 5 H A SE g 25, Ry
ﬂmﬁﬁ%&%%ﬁ\%ﬁdgﬁ%oﬁi%h
W W A AR PR Tt — DT SE A
1.3 BhiEEEETRHENER

W7 FOE RS T R A e A
BTG A —E RRCR . FE—TF 5 KR )
X DU &1y 1 T8 R 9 AF SC 40 BT AT 3R A TAE v
HEBERE TESIEEMYE (Wiese et al.,
2018) o 7E X $t KB W Galleria mellonella J5 T ,
Sohail 55 (2021) HYAEHR L/ 11 HLE/E Fr il i) 8 b
TR T XoF R I ot 3 S e I M . B
LT HH Nosema ceranae YW, A H Hl)
Jo, SRR OCHE N I B, A SO B
A 7 A 7 o W FE AR (Glavinic et al.,
2022) . H BB IG AR 1 R PRI R
WFRCR, R T AR e R R b A IV )

2 BEmHXEEN R

2.1 FRETHERNZI

T E R TP OR A T R R A A B A BT A
R, XEERMRCRkBEREZEXEZEMNEM.
L ELA AR R M, R A P 2 3
R KAT Y, DR SN E B ZER, 1
MR R GBI 27°C) M E Bl & S8 %
BET-F I (Ellis and Baxendale, 1997). 7£5C4

SRAETT L 38 I R A i G L T X A Y
FREEME, & B 1000 ppm 1Y 7 HL ) X 25 4 0 75
(Ebert et al., 2007). 7HAH#RT, RATEIZS TH
AR EAELT, AEBA S FECREE R
PET- (Glavan et al., 2020),

AR X T T AAT N SRR e A e AR .
AR (Apiguard) AR B EERETH BRAET A
WA RE T, (ER AU T 0 B T 25 ROR LK ST
ﬁ%%m%ﬂﬁﬁﬂ?hm(mmdd 2019)
JEH, E L Y Ab B2 08 R 1 ) BT T R
() A A7 R R [A] 8 (Gashout e al., 2020a) o
Colin 5% (2020) MYMFFERM, & HM v BE J1 T A
S T E B A b i I A7 B B, (HA
LN RS N R B R el 1 S TR VAL A P
W AT 2 2T s A0 e, GashoutZE (2020b) T
PER 195 430 0 5 T S 36 e . XU Bk . i 2
W HIRR LA R A Ly 5 i s R 8K 1 3% il 551 o) 2

Wit AL RE TR, K B LT M — R X R
WCAZIE B 25 . MR, AR kB, X
FSCAT 2 0 W LA RS M B, AR e
W B LB M AL ¥ 19 B (Martin Ewert et al.,
2023), DA LAESE R, E BB AEIG R T DAEST
TR, AN 225 T8 G HAth — 2L LR A
A TR IR (21T .

IO o 488 W6 (1) B P L BT 8 A T R (R 5 T 22 40
WA EEERLR . HEMAEY . MK X
HHE BT TS . Glavan Z§ (2020) 1Y
WFFE R, L A (0 P4 = T e Sk 2 e AR
Bel i W (AChE) i 5% B 4 D6 H K S— %% %2 il
(GST) ik, FHA B AT A6 T2 e 21 4 15 p
SLRGENMEOEN . BED —TRh, 558
Ty ) WS A S0 4 i I A 02 LA B 5 4 95 R £ R A
F 3N EIFER (Vg proPO Fll GOx) ik 1)
&M% (Canché—Colli et al., 2021). FrlL, W H
Xof 4 WAt R 11 5 T A 5 RV B R IAR . B B AR
YITEAEFR 5 I (R e 2 T EEAEH, Ewert
(2023) X R4 2 dee i 5 LR RS T K, &
IR R o R B ARG TR (3 000 pg/mL) Ik
FIE T A (100 we/mL) FOBEK 5 A 0 25 i
(1) 8 FhAZ O i A W i = B = i i, (H
=0 AR AL PR MY Lactobacillus Firm=5 75
A LIS, Alpha 2.1 &84 FHEGHE, £1
ARG Tl 2 0 1 B R W LA R
Glavinic & (2023) R T A L1y o) 45 16 37 460 240 Jifd
R AmE-711 3, R & S04 M 4 DL e B ik
Bk RIS B R BB E ik, HEmRE
TR T B

DL EAFGE B, T L R O T X e
TCE ), R v B 1 T L Al 2 0o M i
AN RZMR o Xt 3 P AT A B A b i
Ik PR 38 Y O vE DA R, R — A
HE B EHALEE, DL B X
E/ur]

2.2 XotiE FANHEE A 2200

Whittington % (2000) #5545, i A B
TS5 A BRI FE R BT R i BB . A
— I 0] 32 7% 6 7R X e T ) P A S G
RIE B )RR (LDy=3 240 pg/g) &K
FAL G5 505670 WU K (LD,,=21.8 wglg) HIHIE R
%lig (LDs=586 pelg), HH X8 T 0 8 Mtz ik
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TXF T #EPE (LD,,=524 we/g) (Dahlgren et al.,
2012) . Giacomelli % (2016) #F5E %8, fii H
Apiguard FEZEALFRIERE 20 d, WA A TALT-1)
MG, T LM ATAL, o X A B
g5, A RTRESs Koy HAMR A K, e e iR L
I 35t Tk, PR e B v (R R
SR AR A

XF FHERE, Burley 55 (2008) fi#i FH Apilife Var
SRR S, A MERE T O ORI, IR N i
RO, BRI 1% ), &I Apilife Var Zb 38
RS T15 191 R B E AR T X IRZH (Burley et al.,
2008). [AlA}, Johnson 5 (2013) %5 1-4 H i W4
e e ) R NIV S0 ) R A 6 b A ) (SR U A T
DEEERE . MRMEER . XCR PR . ERRATE ), e
FRic e i In s, 2-3 J8 e E AT ki, & s
Ao 3 26 A M e RORS IR D YR Az, HoE
Ty 164 T T e e PR OB AR AR B T RE R, P RBE A L
Py 11 ] PR B B8R T T e ) 0 o
2.3 ITEIEL R R

WG 40 R B S R R R R R A G
Floris % (2004) {#i F Apiguard £ Apilife VAR &b B
WERE, R SRR B A b, AT RE R
T E RS R TR R TAEAT TR 5
— I S AR I e N A L S AR . ek
AR R AR AR, 2
2 B &) HOXT B B A A IR T S S Y
7| & (Charpentier et al., 2014). 1£2&JE7JC FLi 4
A1 DX, Bk Al L B I A R e B PN 4l
W A B AT S W4 1 50 R B ) A A 3 AN R 5 )
(Colin et al., 2021). Zf LJrik, w HLE A9 {5 A 5F
Ao S B e 40y R R e BT A2 B B S e, {H AT
RE S 3G T Y TAEAT R, B0 T 2 9 &) o R i
Pl

3 BEMAEERSmPRAERR

N BIRES A GRASTE L, (Hid 5 E B
1y 25 T B0 7 il KU Y 228, PTG e 7 v i
Wy R B AR IR 2EOCTE . A B A B i &
Apiguard Fl Apilife VAR 7E8 4 b i 1 5 9734
T 53 53 R 50% F1 85% , W A e 8 v 1ty L 1
S5 54300 R 3.07 mg/kg A1 1.97 mg/kg, FEH H
AR, A 2 RO P e

AR E 0.89 me/kg F10.75 mg/kg, KT 1 BBy bR
Y& (E 1.1~1.3 mg/kg (Floris et al., 2004), [FH},
Adamezyk 5§ (2005) 43 ) 7 4% Bf v fifi H Apilife
Var, B BN . o BB, A
B S N LT A R 2.8 pefg. 2.6 pglg.
2.5 pe/g, BMRTE &R APRME FFR 50 me/ke,
HE T RS B 1.1~1.3 pg/g, AlRES: (I
R R R 2 W R o AE B 1 — TG
TR it e O D O T P RS O R A R A (1993
20194F) ik El, T HLEY & AE 2009 A ik 3 T
(87.5 mg/kg), Bl B AERENR . SEILEE, W hE
T HEBRAEEN TE SN, i B A
RE, 33U 0 S S ) 0 ] R R v i o [)
BF, ZBEIE R T 5T e 0 rh gk B 0 I X e
BRI, 2R RE PR T | L & & ) 500 me/kg
(R0 T T 80 A e Ly e ) e R (L) ) M 55T
B, WA 50 e b e B A 0.01~
0.05 mg/kg, A I B M 2 XU () [, 3R ] e
Ui i R B Y L T o) e I R ) T 2 N T
(Kast et al., 2021), LI ERIFSRERM, A HEMH &
BB T DL e, BAAH AL MR
R ET L A BB, (B T AR
RO B (E, AT 52 0 e 2 AU . PRI, L A
I W A = v (1 0 P R o T AR B — e R (H
H A3 ¢T3 B e e 1 0% AR I e vh ok 8
MIWFFE, A OGRS, DA T PP AL A B e
W 7= i P A B RS

4 BESRE

P B RS AS  590) A S A e 9 e A A T
B 7 it ) 25 0 15 G B B ITIES 25 P T v B TR, O
o PN ESEY/ PO JE SV S i R PSS S <
HL AR g — b KSR 7 ) AT B 1) 22 A P R K
AT, TR A SRR T S R P RS RE  A/
PG, 7 B R 1 e A~ 3% i 790 A — B AR AT ¥ )
AR, ETR S A = o EE S A

55 AN BRI R i B dh ok R, 5~10 gl
A L AT ROB AR A THER SR % T 2
B H I AR R O AR S R TR R A
24 LABE A5 ALk 21 G2 BEAE A ) o o S,
LT A 500 T B 2 10~15 g, DAARAH ERE AN
Ao 0 B PRI P T B A2 BV IR AR R
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PA] ok T R v ol 3k ) AR Ak 2 0 T, DR AR
2Ty e o O I N S G EN L SR RS 3 I
TR AT I A AR DA R 2R e
2] 38 2k P Ak R0 78 R R F T ) BC AR AE R 4 o v
X, DT & L AE 5 e HUFE 76 7 TH )
Wr. JFH, ST A BT —E 41T R e gt
R B VR A RS, DA B T R K e 7 gt o B A Y
Me), AR B 5 0 21 i — D R R E L A A AL
il DAFF % B Do v Fae 4 1) FH 24 SR

eAh, IR TJ5HE I Apis cerana VE A 1 W Fh 7R 3R
Bz s, T AR 2 BRI TS 0 R i
2 B RS IE A A L A AR R IR Y By 45
ORI R VER, HHEATCT A BB X AR5
B W S ) F AT SR AR AE ZS Bk o A OG TAE I T
AT DL 4 T b DA A T 6 AR e R
HE RIS AT A dE, DAES) A L o 4 b
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