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Abstract: Basilepta melanopus Lefevre is an important pest widely distributed in the southern
tea-growing regions of China. It is characterized by its high reproductive capacity, substantial
destructive potential, rapid outbreak development, and the challenges associated with its control.
In recent years, B. melanopus has inflicted serious damage in tea gardens, particularly in organic
tea plantations, throughout South China, Southeast China, and Southwest China, posing a severe
threat to the sustainable and healthy development of the tea industry in the country. To enhance
our understanding and management of this important pest, in this article we reviewed the research
progress on B. melanopus in recent 40 years, mainly focusing on its morphological characteristics,
damage traits, distribution, occurrence patterns, and control strategies. Additionally, the prospects
for the future studies and application of B. melanopus were also discussed.

Key words: Basilepta melanopus Lefevre; tea plantations; biological characteristics; integrated
pest management
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Fig. 1 Morphology of the Basilepta melanopus: (A) Larva, (B-D) Pupae, (E-G) Adult, (H) female, and (I) male
(Quoted from Yang, 2017; Lu, 2023)
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Fig. 2 Damage of Basilepta melanopus on the leaf of tea plants (Quoted from Bao et al., 2020a)
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Table 1 Distribution of Basilepta melanopus (Quoted from Yang et al., 2023)
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Guangdong  Lechang, Chaozhou, Yingde, Lianzhou, Shaoguan, Huaiji, Dongyuan, Luhe, Yangshan, Lianshan
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