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WE: MR RIRAEA B 2K HE4 ML (Myeloid differentiation factor-2 related lipid recognition protein) 4k
FIIR B A B R, R SR B R R (5 51t S hiE EE/EMH . ML SE A KRB AET S A%, DIReE R,
ML & HHF R E T 16 £ 5 RN EAE, (HEXN T ML & 3ENR B R T Reit 5t Rk WARE . A HADINR B4
KL Solenopsis invicta W TSI G, F T L0 KOICHE R AH RN S 2 4008, it %5 e 3R19 5 A ML 2[R (SiMLI~5) , AEWfE
BE TR M SiMLs FRA & —AME SR — A8 ML 454380, Hh ML 253 JL P& 5 T SiML1 (25~151 aa)  SiML2
(23~150 aa)  SiML3 (24~145aa)  SiML4 (21~150 aa) Ml SiMLS (58~175 aa) HEEAMIBAGwILIX, FH&5H 6 MEST
(2 B IR R 3 . RBHEL AT R 40 KIS SiML1, SiML2, SiML3 FI SiML4 15 [f—AN5r %, 550 M- i Macrosteles
quadrilineatus (MgML) SEZ R RIRIT; L0 KL SiMLS 5 4005 B % Microplitis mediator (MmML3) 1 [F]—AN/3 32
o e R PCR AR /R0 KU SiMLs ZERIERITELL KL 6 NHLA R F K, ENEARRRIAER & SiMLs Kk
ERERENKE NG RE, 0. ghd. AR SIE A £ 7 RiE, FE2 FRERE, XKML EAARS
Sar kWUN AR R B . 4 B R 0T i T e i SR Y AL K O R TG AT % 53, RT-qPCR 45 2R 7R Kl
KB T SiMLs FKIFEROATE RGBS 3~48 h 5 EE LARIEA, £t raEmaEEEESE, 78 3~12h
SiMLs IR AFRIE T, JEH (24~48h) Rk Z B . AHF 5T R B4 KWL SiMLs RE 800 S0 7 B N2, BT A
o RARE AR RIERR, X R IA SiMLs B A MDA 735 E T 24
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Abstracts: Related lipid recognition proteins, which compose a class of proteins featuring a single ML domain,
play a crucial role in lipid recognition and innate immune signaling pathways. Numerous ML protein family
members exist in arthropods, exhibiting complex functions. These ML proteins primarily focus on the
interactions between hosts and viruses. However, studies investigating the interaction mechanisms of ML
proteins in invasive insects and pathogens remain scarce. Specifically, the function of ML protein in invasive
insects have not been documented.Five ML genes (SiML1~5) were identified based on the genome of S. invicta
and laboratory transcriptome data. Bioinformatics analyses were conducted on the S. invicta ML family,which
includes a signal peptide and a typical ML domain. The ML domain encompasses nearly the entire coding
region of SiML1 (25~151 aa), SiML2 (23~150 aa), SiML3 (24~145 aa), SiML4 (21~150 aa) and SiML5 (58~175
aa), and contains six conserved cysteine residues. Phylogenetic analysis revealed that SiMLI, SiML2, SiML3
and SiML4 were grouped in the same clade, showing close relation to Macrosteles quadrilineatus(MqML). The
relationship between SiML5 and Microplitis mediator (MmML3) was found to be close. Results from
fluorescence quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR) indicated that SiMLs family genes were transcribed in six tissues of S.
invicta, with particularly high expression in the fat body. These genes were expressed throughout the
developmental stages and exhibited differential expression during metamorphosis,suggesting that ML proteins
play a role in the metamorphic development of S. invicta. Immunological responses to bacterial and fungal
pathogens were elicited by spraying or soaking the major worker ants. RT-qPCR results demonstrated that the
expression of ML family members in major worker ants was significantly up-regulated 3 to 48 h after induction
by Escherichia coli (P<0.05). Following induction by Metarhizium anisopliae and Beauveria bassiana, the
expression of ML family members was induced in the early stage (3 to 12 h) but inhibited in the later stage (24
to 48 h). These results indicate that the SiMLs family in major worker ants can respond to pathogenic bacterial
infections, with distinct immune response modes observed among different pathogens. Furthermore, the
findings suggest that S. invicta SiMLs can effectively respond to pathogen invasion, exhibiting varied
expression patterns in response to different pathogens. This study lays the groundwork for future functional
investigations of SiMLs proteins.
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BERE ML EE A 2 ERIR A (Myeloid differentiation factor-2 related lipid recognition protein, ML) J&—
HH ML ML R A . ML MK A9 150 MEIEMRIEE, 587 2 s b E5F AR -
ML & KR 12 5 AR AE R S A BB v, RO AR LA A B 1% 43 28, ML 2 1 B NPC2.MD-2.
GM2A FliAE N J& Derp2 541k fix AL MD-2 Al NPC2 K%, ThEewFRbLiiER, — &0 HlE
e KA A5 5 A TR0 E [ A PR AR (Dziarski ef al., 2000; Zamyatina et al., 20200 . HFl,
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Lipopolysaccharides) EI#%454, 1 Toll %% (5 Sl R IEMEM . MD-2 BAHB-HIBIT LM, THK—
AN KMBRK AL, LPS 1) 6 NMEEELEE A 5 M6 T MD-2 Bk 4s & 14, MD-2 ¥r8) TLR4 R 744
B LPS, TEBHESIPII R AR sl b R 8 E ]l (Dziarski et al., 2001; Kennedy et al., 2004; Ao et al.,
2008; Zamyatina et al., 2020) . A NPC2 /& —FfJH [ B2 IS HAR K 0 M R, NPC2 B IRBE &
FIEL T 2 R 7, Rt b ¥y R [ B s & RS 2 4, b VA IR 9 RO P 5 7 #5 (Zamyatina et al., 2020)

TETLHEMESYI T, ML K R MD-2 8 NPC2 L/ £ Fh B d i\ flb S5 . nde g, 48
A~ NPC2 #:5: K4 % 5 (Huang et al., 2007); X EE VA% Anopheles gambiae 114 13 I~ MD-2 #:5: X (Dong
etal,, 2006) ; ¥ KAFUL Aedes aegypti 1145 15 A~ NPC2 FEIEN % %€ (Thambi et al, 2024) ; FRIUH
% Tribolium castaneum A 8 I~ MD-2 FEEEFIH S5 ® (Zou et al., 2007) , K7 Bombyx mori H1 I 4
A NPC2 HEIER B % 5% (Zhang et al., 2021) . EH¥ MD-2 8 NPC2 & M ERIf A3 MD-2 — #2354
PR B AT Z M. B Al A0 B ML SR CE 5% A9 S RERT FE T8, SR AR e
Drosophila melanogaster 1 NPC2e F1 NPC2a 1 LG K 4R %% Imd (Immune deficiency) {5544 (Shi
etal., 2012) . fEZX 7z, BmToll9 £ BmMLs %~ B3R G 2 B8 LPS 51 & 5 #x 5 K e w7t
HAR A X5 FLsh%) TLR4 #H1LL (Adachi et al., 2014, 5K 53, 2019; Zhangetal, 2021) . ASZIGSE
MR B s ML SR DR A 1R 50l R A4 B PAMIPs 0 21 K LIV S R S s RGi I Thag .
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He b5 [ IR TR SR R R S B R AR 7 o B R Y R (RIRIE SR, 2023) o ANFESRIERI AR B
FINELL RIS OB P T AT U (REEEE, 2024) o (HR A0 OB S0 3 1) Je R VE S s &
gt, RFRHI AR R A RN o BT, ASHIE TR AR S S 3 R 4K WL SiMLs FER,
FHHH RT-qPCR Krill 1 SiMLs Z % G2 i N SR R 221k 7K, 9T K LA SiMLs F: PR HE s i AE )
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1.1 i BRAENE

KW ¥ B Escherichia coli DHS5a« #5510 75 IR & Serratia marcescens 75 = 4 % i/ B Bacillus
thuringiensis~ 4T 2B Metarhizium anisopliae M1 A8 W Beauveria bassiana 747 T 4R ta R 25 4 [
R E . AT EE M EEE S IE PDA Hi R b, 5597 15d, B59R%0: IR 25°C, WJE: 70%.
PR L JOBCREE TR AT M R XA AR R 224 Y, T AMRE R KB RS = )5, s
ST KU AR BRI 7% 2 B VR 08 AR AT (VPGS 5%, 2022)



1.2 4TKB SiMLs RIFEE L E
21 KL SiMLs ZRFE N 13558 T8 5 25 Mei RS S0 5l 0 SR ik 38 5% A\ [0 7 i5ET (Meei et al. 2022
R, 2022) o ZLKUSiMLs R A BILIRECER . 7> TR S5 AR E AR B EEAL I
AT R TE 2L 844 ExPASy Chttp://web.expasy.org/protparam/) 317,
1.3 ZLK SiMLs BRI EE 8% 5Lt
M GenBank H #8175, 63 A2 Homo sapiens MD-1 AAC98152 (HsMD1) , A& H.sapiens
MD-2 BAA78717 (HsMD2) , /NR M.musculus MD-1 BAA32399 (MmMD1) , /N M. musculus MD-2
BAA93619 (MmMD?2) , M. musculus NPC2 AAH07190 (MmNPC2) , HZARXEF Marsupenaeus japonicus
ML-1 QDX01882.1 (MjML1), H AR M. japonicus ML-2 QDX01883.1 (MjML2) , H AX R M. japonicus
ML-4 QDX01885.1 (MjML3) , S H-08 Drosophila melanogaster NPC2 NP_608637.1 (DmNPC2) Z&
Fr o FIH ClusterX #EATH HFFHIEERT, Genedoc X £ H 7 #1H o
L4 E1RBL SiMLs ZIRER N RFI KR
M UniProt &% 752 £ 45 & R #0588 5618 Macrosteles quadrilineatus (Mq) , 41K Solenopsis invicta
(8i), MARFHR 1 Bicyclus anynana(Ba) , BNk &34 Danaus plexippus(Dp), KIEYE Galleria mellonella
(Gm), MG RIS Papilio xuthus(Px), B S W Spodoptera frugiperda(Sf) , ¥ HL Helicoverpa armigera
(Ha) , 2% W Pectinophora gossypiella (Pg) , ZZ4W K W Sitodiplosis mosellana (Sm) , MK E
i Metopolophium dirhodum(Md), ¥IEWF Daktulosphaira vitifoliae(Dv), FZLAVA H W& Microplitis mediator
(Mm) , —JRREVE Bombus huntii (Bh) , 558 KIK W Bombus affinis (Ba) , %I Anopheles funestus (Af),
— RVDIIE B Schistocerca cancellata (Sc¢) , —FRYPIEIE B Schistocerca serialis cubense (Ssc¢) , SEVb i
W& Schistocerca nitens (Sn) , VPIRWE Schistocerca gregaria (Sg) HHFH . RAEMW IR E SR
Subramanian et al. (2019) MR N (2022) TrikihiT
L5 TARBSIMLsERREERFE D
SRR FEE N7 1EHAT (Bailey et al., 20065 RutiESE, 2022) o ML KB SiMLs 33T YL ta
TR TE LA SE AL 7 b, ik — 2D R LKL SiMLs S5 555 R B OR <7 540 5 AR <3 ik e 3k AT 70 M. AUAD IBS B1ff:
ZEM 4T KL SiMLs FORF N 450 B (Wang et al., 2012; Liuetal, 2015; RS, 2022)
1.6 LDABEYBT S RIEER
PRk kB R AIAT 3h e JTHE 2R 20 K O AT SE5E . 28 Chen 55 (2023) B 76T, 4 KT
WSCIX 73 R AR TS, e R TSR /N TS 3 AN s WUER 20 KON [FI B B/t 4 (OB, gy, iy I
T, KRBT, s R T N0 10 Sk FORB TTOBEDK BAgEHI, OISR #4 . fmanf. Bz,
SR W AIE A 6 A AR Trizol w7 & Ui B H 2 B RNA (Invitrogen, 35 [ o 145 PrimeScript™
RT Master Mix 356845 1 #/E#E1T cDNA 14 ik (Perfect Real Time) (TaKaRa, HA) o #R#E 1 KWL SiMLs
KRB W51 55 53] e it 4% H RT-qPCR (5190741, 51K 1. MRS Eiif51% (10 mMD 1.0 L,



U5 (10 mM) 1.0 uL, cDNA ## 1.0 pL. TB Green Premix Ex Taq II 12.5 uL. 7K¥N5F 2 SAAF N
25uL, SMNFERF: 94°CAETE 30's, 94°C 5s. 60°C 30 s #E47 40 DMEIF, LALL KL RP37 FE[RME N A &3
R, BEATRIREIR cDNA 418 o KR A A it 22 20 AT F SR PN W7 9 384 7= M 02 T AR & — o SiMLs HE B5] (R AH X %
B 2 0CCONSEIO /N IR AL H Al , oA (Colic s S (el RCom ™ g ig ey T4 4E b 0 35 AR P
SRR IREAR 52 — B0, B Al DU AN AR ACE (Ct BI-Ct W2 . BAEIR cDNA F i
WHE 3 WES, BANLRHT 3 REMFES.
1.7 21 RBUSiMLs IR TR 5 B 3ot i R 1 A 0 ) 5% 7% i) /&

53 KRG S0 B IR 5 2 < 2 AT TR R R i A TR b AR 6 1) LB 15 IR A AR R R T R A
B L PDA 55975, 37°C 240 v/min #2595 ExHHE K, 10 000 g B0 10 min, i EiH IR
&, PBS WeMiik, H PBS Ml % 1x107 (CFU/mL) &, ¥t LB/PDA WA R: 7= 54 8 & B B 1%t
A&

20 0 £ KIS AR R T 925 K 5 mL KBy & IR (1x107 CFU/mL) 75 2 < 2 f AT (1x107
CFU/mL) F KB EHE K (1x10 CFU/mL) 73 AN Sz, 855 Ja Wi T K8 Tl SRR G4 AL
KILE T 25°C. T0%00 PR IRIE A1 7%, IF T1RY4E 3 he 6 hy 12 h. 24 h Al 48 h 4RI Hfk,
VOIS 10 SkRR T, FEAEvK B, BULARII M. 51 4 0 7 o A (B 3 2 IR T3 25 N0 57
BT (WIS, 2022) o KRR Lm0 KRR TRCR R BHER S, RIS KB, BT 25°C,
T0%HEEE IR FR 46198, 7 4E 3 hy 6hy 12h. 24 h F1 48 h BFUSEERE S, BRANRE S BEHLEUCE R 10
e, EVK ARG, BUOLARW . & RNA BIFREL, cDNA HIA K, & BFEF B 2-°0 0ot 4 2 IR Rl T
5. BAEIE 3 ANEE, BAEEAT 200 k. 3 DA FEE TR LB TR 3 AN EY)
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Table 1 Primers used in the experiment

K 45K Gene name St AL (53
Primer name Primer sequences (5°-----3")

) SiMLIF CAAATTCACAGAAGTGTCGG
SiMLI SiMLIR AGGACAATTAATTCCAGCGT

) SiML2F CCGATATGACTGCTGAGAAA
SiML2 SiML2R ATAGGCACTTCCATCATCAC

. SiML3F CCTGACTATTGAGTTTGGCT
SiML3 SiML3R ATCGTGAGACGAGATCCTAT

) SiML4F ATCAAACTCCTGCCTAACAG
SiML4 SiML4R CTTCGATGGAACTTCAAAGC

) SiML5F ACGTGTTGATCCATGTAGAG
SiML3 SiML5R GAATGATTGCCTTTGACCAG
RP37 RP37F GTGAAGGCAAAGAGGAGGAAGA

RP37R TCTTGAATTTGCGGCGTACA




1.8 HEGHITSHH

FIFH# A GraphPad Prism 8.01 £ & F1 IBM SPSS Statistic 25.0 43 H7 SZ4& 44 « K BRI % 07 20 4L
KWL SiMLs B RITE R G P73/ 5] i 9 AN [R) LR R0 JE 0 5 5 s (R ek 22 e, 22 5 S35 1Kl P<0.05
2 HBRE5HH
2.1 ZLKWUSiMLs ZRJRBE R IR 4 5 5 5

i1t BLAST H1 NCBI-CDD #4822 i 12 FH 73 A7 8 %5 5 3RAF 21 KWL SiMLs ZRFER . #4E SiMLs F:A
FE YO AR T A Bk Hefy 48 SIMLI . SiML2. SiML3. SiML4 R SiML5 (3% 2) , SiMLs 3[R ) Ak 1
FRREAT T 5 70 B (3R 2) o 20K SiMLs FEPRIHEAL T 1 681~5 407 bp (base pair) 2 [8], CDS FF¥lK
FEAL T 453 ~ 540 bp 2 [A], SiML3 Stk &, KA 109 aa, SiMLS e+, A 179 aa; SiMLs 78K
/NN 16.88~20.25 kDa; 25 Hi 5 YU A 4.07~8.13, SiML1 FI SiML5 SRS (5 SiML2 SiML3 F1 SiML4
NIRMEE A, R SiMLI A SiML3 NS EE . 40K SIML F% R 2 (1 BV 22 AR K, ME/R4T
KU SiMLs B AT BE M 2 FEME o 30E— 25 0 40 KL SiMLs 5 B 7 8 R SRR 7 81 34T 2 L EEsst (B 1)
LKW SiMLs ZRREE A #8 S A IR T I 6 NP BTk AL 5 R 1Y) DmNPC2 A AH [F 1) 2 e 2 i ik ik , 2 B
HUML SR 2 e SRR T A

R2 A KBSIMLsRIER R EEF =

Table 2 Sequence characteristics of the SiMLs family members in Solenopsis invicta

EEp = T # 5

FH AR £ D FEKE (bp)  CDS K (bp) AR 7 Fi (kDa)
Isoelectric Instability
Gene name Gene ID Gene length CDS length Amino acid ~ Molecular weight
point index
SiML1 LOC105197296 5407 465 154 17.16 8.13 38.74
SiML2 LOC105197297 4946 534 153 17.04 4.80 43.16
SiML3 LOC105195649 1681 453 109 16.69 4.07 38.42
SiML4 LOC105203615 4645 466 134 16.88 4.90 40.27

SiML5 LOC105193603 4692 540 179 20.25 7.36 58.27




* 20 * 40 * 60 *

SiML1 —-MSQVTIV--AFSEFCVLCFASCFAFTE-—-TDEGBALGK-———— FTE| P o: 44
SiML2 ——-MTRITV-—---FPBLCVLCITSSFAFVE---EDOGESEIGK————— MVE| T 42
SiML3  : ~—-MKVFSF--VYV@BFAICIAASLODTSE---FPEDDGPVP—————~ KW| D : 42
SiML4 f memm— e — e — e MLRETI—————— FAALVVLASTTVV-—--NQEGSETPFE—-——-DATQ D : 42
SiML5 : MYEPTLTSTFFHLVTNHRPTKMNRNIALATAAVEILALSTVYAEVVHS---TPEPHDSEETEECTIHE R : 72
HsMD1 g MKGFTATLFLWTBIFPSCSGGGGGKAWPTHVV@SD D : 46
HsMD2 : B MLPFLFFSTHFSSIFTE-AQKQYW-——-V| D : 38
MmMD1  : - —--MNGVAAALLVWIBTSPSSSDHGSENGWPKHT D : 46
MmMD2  : e MLPFILFSTRESPILTE-SEKQQW-———F| D : 38
MMNPC2 : —————————————————————— MRFLAA--TILELALVAASQAEPLHE---KDEG P : 43
PiML1 : —-MAASAPC-WL-FVAL--ALC]| RSSSSAEVYEIPV—-—-—-RS@DG T 48
PJML2 1 ———————m—mmmmm—— M--KTLEVLLAAVAAASAVRI---SDED| F : 39
PiML4 ——WLALVAL--MVVANGPSTCFQPRRIME—-—-—-AR@S 46
DMNPC2 : ————————————————————— MLRYAV-————— BEACAALVVFAGALEE---SDEG D 40
80 * 100 * 120 * *
SiML1 : ——————- TSKEKILVRGTNESISIK KBNNDISQ NIR.YGILMNVP.F—PFEKSDA 107
SiML2 : D-———-—- MTAEKEVFTRGSDVNUNMKESASKDVSEMTALAFGVMMEV PEBE - PLEKPKT 106
SiML3 P e SPPEDEFVRNTDLIAQWGEEANADAESEKPRMKVTLEGYTFDY-PYPEKD 102
SiML4 : ————————— VPEEOLKOGTKATHETIKLLPNRETIKSMTNAMSALLFNVPEBEVGVDGT DA 108
SiML5 2 B==——= ADERKP@TLKRGHNAS SFD.TPQF*SGS SSRMYWASE IMD ELGMP—-LDA| 132
HsMD1 : PLQ-DFGFSVEKESKOLKSNINERFGIILREDIKEBFLDEALMSQOGSSMLN-——-FSYPT, 114
HsMD2 : KMQYPISINVNPOIELKGSKGL] HIF.IPRRDLKQ Y ENBY I TVNTMN| K—-—-—-RKEVI 107
MmMD1  : PLQ-DFGLSIDQESKQIOSNLNERFGIILRODIRKHFLDETLMAKGSSELN-—--YSYPL,| 114
MmMD2 : HLKFPISISSEP@IRLRGTNGFMHVEBIPRGNLKYHEBYFNBFISVNSIE) [K———-RKEVL 107
MmNPC2 : ————————— TDPEOLHKGOSYSMNITETSGTOSONSTALYHGILEGIRMBE-PIPEPBG] 101
PJML1 : Q-————-— FIRGTEILEKGNT YNETAEETPERNHOEMESHAAWKSW-VEMBL - YGHESQV] 109
PiML2 e KNKRKEFFPKGODASMSLPETPHHEVT KA TAFEGVEP E—-SLPNSDG| 100
PiML4 : N-————-— R-RGVEEVRIGSTHNERATIEIPDYNSTDMDSHMRWNSW—-FEMBL - PGODRDA| 105
DmNPC2 : ———=———-— TTKAEEILKRNTTVSESID LAEEAT. KTVMHGKVLGIE,| E—-PLANPDA| 101
P
160 * 180 * 200
siMLl : HRDPEYDETASEFVOK-K¥BSVSVTEOWE-EBVN-EKKEKBIELOFPAKVK---~ : 154
SiML2 : KKD@EYQOMKSSFAVEK-KTBPVSIEMMWE-FRS-ENDEK VKEPVKIOQ---- : 153
SiML3 : SEGDEATENLKMPISK-VY¥BSVTLTEEEG-EID FKLDGKMTG--- : 150
SiML4 : KPGTEYIMRNSFPILS-LYBRVSLVMHYA- FEVPSKITK--- : 155
SiML5 : APGEROSEITTEPMSK-K RTYDEKWK— FMEPEKLVK--- : 179
HsMD1 : RK OTY] GPVUNNPEFTIRBOGEYQOMLLE —| NATIMCS—---- : 162
HsMD2 : LKGETVNTTISFSFKGIKESKGKYKCVVE LEEVILHQPNSN 160
MmMD1  : RKGEOIYEAGPUNNPGLDVBOGEYOELLE-! 162
MmMD2  : LKGETVNTSIPFSFEGILEBKGHYRCVAE 160
MmNPC2 : QKDKVYSELNKEPVKN-EYESIKLVEEWK- 149
PiML1 : RAGEPTSHTYPLHVHE-FLMRRRYPMIWR-| 157
PjML2 : PAGOKGVMTSSLPIRK-EYEPISLTMRWE- 148
PiML4 : KAGEVTRETYVLDIQOD-FWVRNEYPMIWT - 153
DmNPC2 : EKDESYRMTATLPVLR-SYBKVSVLUKWE- 148
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Fig. | Amino acid sequence alignment of ML family proteins from Solenopsis invicta and other species

VE: Si, 40k Hs, BN Mm, /DK Pj, HAXEF:; Dm, HEEHIE. Note: Si, Solenopsis invicta; Hs, Homo sapiens;
Mm, Mus musculus; Pj, Penaeus japonicus; Dm, Drosophila melanogaster.
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N T WAL KL SiMLs X 5F R & A R E 8 FKF BRI R . ] MEGAX B, X R %51
MRl 2T AARRHIR AR . KGR RS R R R . S SR . MRS L. LR, A
W du . 2 To AR IEE | ARRTIE | LN vA Bl . — 2R RRIE | SR DE R BG4, —RYDIREE H Schistocerca
cancellata (Sc)  —ZRYPIRE H Schistocerca serialis cubense (Ssc) « SLYPIREE ., YOEEWELE 58 2 AT
Ik RGO (B 2) o RGBSR LK) 5 A SiMLs B E o0 A 8 2 MR, Hodt Groupl
& 4 SiMLs, B SiMLI. SiML2. SiML3 1 SiML4; Group2 R & SiML5 . W57~ SiMLI SiML2. SiML3
N SiML4 W] e MR ThAE, i SiMLS 53 Ah 4 A SiMLs 45 AR A5 Thg



I ot
8
Group2 Y
5 %
4
b
5 7t
s s,
A 1 'y
I’Irl,{/r o, 7
to oy
% ’
" ’-906.?//‘
Iy :
”"’L‘ "
M 48
1L2Axp g 5
SgM1 71
SMLI(Xxp ’

XP 048842141 1), /7\
ScML2(XP 048768814, 1)
ScML3(XP 049768313.1F

0074
A(XP 049 9490

SnML-

TNW

(1'6LPLEELSO0 dX)T

K2 20K ML & H RSB 5 B
Fig. 2 Phylogentic tree analysis of ML proteins from Solenopsis invicta

23 LN SiMLs RiEEFEMNLE

W L0 KU SiMLs FERIEH 19 5 AR5 BEAT Je A 58 A7 (B 3D o e i A 58 10 45 7R 40 KWL 5 A SiMLs
B ATE 4 Qe tafh b, KWL SiMLT A SiML2 JE1R, B AMHE, o ATE 10 54tk by SiML3
BENAE 4 SOtk b, SiML4 B:RAE 16 T4 tfk b, SiML5 B:RAE 9 5 4L tafk .

iz B MCscanX #R 9T SiMLs R AR ELL K B AR Formica selysi 175 75 % ¥ Apis cerana
SR VERE DL . FRER 23 BT 45 AR R £ S 0 IR R AT 4 X SR ZR R IR, 23 SiMLI . SiML3 .
SiML4. SiML5 (B 4) o 2L KBS ZRTT EIEA 3 NG IR, J3l)E SiMLI. SiML3 1 SiML5 #EAT 28
Yo T. 4R EIRL KB SiMLL . SiML3 1 SiML5 3R 5 % & AL 5 0BT JE R 2, EAh AT/ b2 At
CAELE, hilt—PKER SiMLI. SiML3 I SiML5 3£ R kb b8 TR 57 3L A

AR T S0 DR 4 5 TR 48 R R S A, SR AR A0 K SiMLs 5510 i iR 5 ) Pl o 5 DR 45 g R R 4T K
SiMLs ZRMN R G5 T B, B 2~4 NN AR, BEANST (BIS) o SiMLI. SiML2 1 SiML5 5[
G AANINE T, T SIML3 1 SiML4 FERIE A 2 ANAMNE T SiMLs T, 4 A SIML B EHCFEAE 5000
bp itis RA SiML2 KJZRFL, R 1680 bps ZLKUL SiMLs M RS E AL AE G A IE8E B (18 5).
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Fig. 3 Chromosome mapping of members of SiMLs family in Solenopsis invicta
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Fig. 4 Collinearity analysis of SiMLs families genes in Solenopsis invicta
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cerana.
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Fig. 6 SiMLs family Conserved Domains of Solenopsis invicta

XF ZL KL SiMLs 28 1% i 574 2R A R DR 57 G5 A 38R 4T 20 M, B SiMLs X165 8 1 8 A {5 5 R NPC2-like2
S5k, BIGLAL(Y MD-2 MIGHE IR A (ML) ZE#iR. NPC2-like2 5B BEA—FF, HEW SiMLs &
HIiRe EAAEZE R (B 6) o SiMLs FIEE A ML 38 P& 6 1 SiML1 (25~151 aa) + SiML2 (23~150
aa) . SiML3 (24~145aa)  SiML4 (21~150 aa) 1 SiML5 (58~175 aa) HAMBEANGIGIX . 7F SiMLs & [+
R motif, KIL K SiMLs FEHE 4 4> motif H1, A motifl F1 motif2 7E SiMLs HH P IRFAAAE, WER
X 2 A motif A RER SiMLs B URIEIREHT LN (B 7 o théh, AR SiMLs &A1 motif 41842 2 1k
(), X2 R motif B 7R T 40 KL SiMLs & A Mg IR
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2.5 ZLKWL SiMLs ZRIEAL SREBTEE SRIAR

FIFH RT-qPCR ALK K B P/ R S 4 R TUAS R 21K SiMLs 50 1 51347 mRNA 7K
SR (K 8) o SiMLs FKIRB FAELL KUK & FIHH I mRNA RiE KA 27 BE (P<0.05) ; K
R TR IR AP, H SIML3 FE4) Bt ik e, FLIR, SiML4 AE4) 3R CR R Tl b ek i, 1
R TR IA R Z IR K, JUIHAE SiML4 AR 2580k, 78 SiMLI ERIAEWARMR: SiML2 fE50 . %)
HURUE 0 R AR AR (B 8-A) 5 41K UL SiMLs S5 B 03 1E 21 K SSCIE P A B SCRT e A 4 b 11 308
K, KPR EIKT (P<0.05) o SiMLI F1 SiML2 3[R ()28 75 7K 718 M1 A= 5 ds b 82 v T I ik A=
FEWC, TAE SiML3 . SiML4 1 SiMLS 1, W Z [ RGN ez (P<0.05) , BB KU SiMLs %
T B R R IE TR 5 1 0 T BE AR G, (B2 SiML Fvike (1 Dy e 75 2k — 2 1) 48 5€ R RT-qPCR # — 3546 Il SiML
F R A AE R TOR [R R A R IE K (B 8-B) o 0K SiMLI. SiML2 SiML3. SiML4 F1 SiMLS5
BEPRIAE SR S0 0 o I IR IR B 22 e K (P<0.05) 5 Z0 KW SiMLs e [RI F44E Sk il i R I8
RA SIML3 IS RILBEEEm TR (B 8-B) , W/RLLKIL SiMLs 8 (78 3k A % B B AE T . F
F RT-qPCR il SiMLs Z 15 A% 03 AE R B T F B4 28 B (R Difk . manpafidig) FpRiEs K- (&
8-C) . RT-qPCR 45 R IR 4L KWL SiMLs 3008 1 S AE R 05 4 rh i e ik, 3R & 1 35 v 1 M 4t R o i
(P<0.05) B A W A 2 40 KM — A EE B e 88 B o 40K SiMLT A SiML4 TE (i 41 i - A 52 7K P 1
KIK, SiML2. SiML3 F1 SiML5 E 40 f 3R IE, SiML3 F1 SiMLS5 157 i i A e i 1 2Rk /K7 (P 8-
W 7~ 21 KWL SiMLs H A LEAS [ 1) G2 28 B Fike 4R AN D
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Fig. 8 Expression level of SiMLs family genes at life stages/castes and tissues of Solenopsis invicta
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in the figure were mean+SE (n=3). Different small letters above bars indicated significant difference (P<0.05, one-way ANOVA, Duncan's new multiple

range test).
2.6 AEREIESL N SiMLs KRR RBIFRIKZKFE

N T W FELL KWL SiMLs 35 1 S AN R JR ) 42 e K2 LS Ik i BT s JE IR B 35
13107 (CFU/mL) « KGHFF B KB 5 K A5 2= 8 2 AT B AR MR 25 4T KO T T & 7 2B B
AAEERIEL KSR T 3~5 s, AFJG 3hy 6h. 12 hy 24 h #1148 h WCEEFES, fF5I3R1F g 105 4k
FIH RT-qPCR Fa LT K B T8 SiMLs Z 5 % 1 1175 3 3R (B 9) o RT-qPCR 45 KK SiMLs Ktk
Bt mRNA FIEKF 25 B2 (B 9-A~E) , fFEe B T EER Y 3h 5, SIMLI SiML2. SiML3 SiML4
SiML5 JER B EW S, H SiMLs fifE 8% 25, SiMLI. SiML3 F1 SiMLS ik s e E )5 3h, 1M
SiML2 F SiML4 FiE =W E )5 6 h (B 9) s A -S4 KBCRE TS, SiMLI < SiML3 F1 SiML5
RikmEIEE TG 3 h, SIML2 Ml SiML4 Rk m @I FE 6 h (B 9) » KBH RS KA LIS,



SiMLI. SiML2. SiML3 335 W H7E 48 h, SiML4 B @ EMAE 6 h, SIMLS FRi& = WEIATE 24 h (K 9) ;
KRV T R E S KBORA TS, SiMLI SiML2 F1 SiML5 XRS5 B 7 S BN BUK, SiMLI
SiML4 A1 SiML5 1K S WEHILE 12 h, SiML3 fERIK @ HHAE 24 h, SiML2 35 EIATE 48 h, SiML5 %f
iy & KB 7 S RCONBUR (K 9) RS F ARG SO KBORR TG, SiMLS Fik & e
12h, SiML2 F1 SiML4 1E 3215w WEHAZE 24 h, SiMLI A1 SiML3 ik & I7E 48 h (B 9) ML S,
ST BN SiMLs 05 7 3 AR HL FUB T SO B 2, a8 3028 5 B KCOP ikt 3 Fham i
RT3 R LSRR AR 0, 153 45 AR R WY 20 KU SiMLs S35 F 53 RT DA 4 988 Wi 29 Ji ol A= P ) A2 %
AW CNGSEI VS AL (D
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Fig. 9 RT-gPCR analysis mRNA level of SiMLs family member in major worker ants of Solenopsis invicta against

different pathogens
T LRI SIMLs ZR 8 R AR R R R A5 R B i s BRI BB N T I bR iR (0=3) , ARG 7 RR0R KB T8 BLR
s J5E P AE A [ B [ 1 R 0K 1 2 7 (P<0.05, B[R 37 22 43 7 LSD £ 4% ) - Note: Analysis of SiMLs family member expression pattern in major worker

ant of Solenopsis invicta; Values in the figure were average+ standard error (n=3). Different lowercase letters indicated significant differences in the

relative gene expression levels of major worker ants at the different time point (P<0.05, one way ANOVA, LSD test).
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W5t % B N2 Homo sapien, % 8. Mus musculus. W% $. Caenorhabditis elegans MFE Saccharomyces
cerevisiae [FFEFI 4 R A MD-2 Fl NPC2 2[5, JF HAEWI AL, ML & A KA Bl 43 280
Ihfig (Kirchhoff et al., 1990; Naureckiene et al., 2000; Visintin et al., 2001) . 1fi EHH, ML &ARE
A% Bk, UifeZ ootk EARBT N, EYE RS E A KT 5 A SiMLs ZE L, ABATR
A HAMZ TR KB ML 2535 R, ML 2543 P 75 T SiML1 (25~151 aa) « SiML2 (23~150 aa).
SiML3 (24~145aa) . SiML4 (21~150 aa) A1 SiML5 (58~175aa) HAMBEANRIGX . & 5 ALK
SiMLs 3 H T #EA A ML 85838, HEATR TR 7 SRR, 7£ 11%~20%Z [7] 2L KWL SiMLI
SiML2. SiML3. SiML4 Al SiML5 B H T N i —ME Sk, RPHMEITpwES (B 6) o HHEsY
i, MD-2 EEH 6 D mER I BRI, BT LA 7 i, BUE S TR R SR A
SRR, ZRMES. HEPA MD-2 454 TLR4 H 58, {2#F TLRA %R 2 HER R, IR D= iR ik ik
AN ML B 3OS e R s i 5 2o EEM/EM (Visintin et al., 2001) o ABFFLA, 20K SiMLs
BAFTIIAE 6 MRS E AR RS, EME S ABA/NR—3 (B 1D, BRI KIL SiMLs &
FUR S N BT REARLL, BRSO KB RS R4, £ A, ML R AH#E 1~6. 2~3 fl 4~5 {40
AR A, ERE KRR RE R K EZ/EN (Abreueral., 2002; Vaniereral, 2004) . R4t
KRB 53 TR B LKL SiML AFAE A A G &R, 40K SiMLIL . SiML2 SiML3 1 SiML4 5 %5 3t - i
MgML %K ARG, 40K SiMLS 5 4T MV % MmML3 & (3RS R0, WR B A Thag
FAAL.

R IDCEE ANy B E R O R sk i A £ 207 5, R BRI S AR P R 3 /) (Wang et
al., 2012) o AT B BIRFLL KL SiMLs F R 1E B R 5 WORHA LM G R, AR FEIE L T 20K
7 FCORISORN 7R 7 B e AT SR 2k M b (BT 4D o RILZL KIS i IRAR IR 4 X SRR PEBE R 41 kil
FOTBEEA IR LRI 3 0. XKW SiMLs 3 AR E R RS 0B JL RIS, #HE B8
NORSE, MRS REZN S RO (RutESE, 2022) .

Rt EEORE R, Aty e AA 2 EZABEIIRE. A iaHi R A i 47
RE AN G e B A 0 S RN 12 5 LA B Th A CRBIAE, 2023) 5 B AU AR DT 44 A 2 T W FL 3 4 (1 BF
JIE, FE RN e b A B2 R R EIER, BRAb, AR KE RS WL EZNIEM (Gross et al., 2001);
Tl S A, BB B A SR AR i N B AR, N TE R AL T AR, RS R
ORI AR ORIHAE, 2023) . BEFEHRIE, MHE REK MsML-1 8285 LPS R4 454, iRk
PG5 512 (Aoetal, 2008) o FAx BmML FERENRWIA T m2iE, H BmML & H R R 5% LPS,
PG S RAYVE S b AT S CHERERR S, 20190 o AHFFTH, FIH RT-qPCR A&l 1 21 KOO T 3
AN FEARIEIEE . RT-qPCR 45 R R WL KL SiMLs FFE IR A5 fg i fk rp 3 s 30k, 4 e i ik z,
WL S AR 0 A L 2 B G 28 (B 8-C) o HL SiML1 A1 SiML4 3 R 1E I 40 i b B 4 v 1
KK, 1 SiML2y SiML3 M1 SiML5 FERIAE i TR A B s 2Rk KT, BB 20 KR ANF ) SiMLs AN TR



FIThBE (B 8-C) o IX—Z R SEMFLENY) . AR SEAN HAth B darh 3R A5 4 ML [RJY54 B 28 A 50— 2 (Vanier
etal., 2004; Liaoetal., 2011; Surinlert et al., 2020; Maung et al., 2021) . fEAWFFid, #—LFH
RT-qPCR A& 71 K8 SiMLs FEPRITE R Tk B BEIIRIEKF . RIITA 4 KB SiMLs FE R TE 3k
WERE, RERENEIE B aS R RIEER (F8-B) ; ERMAFRLE S By, M
R, 40 KU SIML3 e S AT O R B KPR IA (B 8-A) , XN AT AEAE LR K B AR
HHDREMEAE R o 20K SiMLT N SiML4 7E R B TR R FRIE, T7E /N T ORI A Tl rh s 308,
INIX A SiMLs FPRAE T B i) A= BE Dy R B BT AR (B 8-A) o MHELZ R, Z0 KU SiMLI . SiML2 .
SiML3 .\ SiML4 M1 SiML5 3 PRAE e ORI MER b B A7 AE B2 72 57, ISR W L0 KU SiMLs K RIE AR E B
e A AE (K 8-A)

H A IR ML 8 BB IR A BELE A0 T (WSSV) , Bl e Rk R4, KIEUHRTEN
TER (ARFHESE, 20150 o FLYNIEXTEF ML (LvML) JERFEES LPS 5, LvML HEF FRFIEET; LvML
EEHEAPURBMMER, E45EA LML f85 LPS 454, BE H ARBEXER )26 K 4% (Liao et al., 2011;
Xiao et al, 2021) o HHEGRE TR BsML3 iR 512 Ff PAMPs fGAY), SR HCEDET 4, (3t i 4
PR B 20 1 R A AR SR A S A e N, [N 25 T i RE R CRE, 2022) . FIH
ANFIRRIR e K B 5 W4 UG, K2 BmNPC2aw BmNPC2by BmML-1. BmML-2 FI BmEr-16 3[R ()54
SRANFIEMEZE L, BARRRIEY IS ML ZIRFREAKTPAR, HEI ML KRS AT a2 5 216 3
XN E B R (5RAT 5, 20190 o fERIERES, DmNPC2 AMLEE R IIKEERE PGN. Jl5 2 8
LPS M EE Ry, L% Imd BARAE e R e b KIEVEM (Shieral, 2012) o LA EBFFIRI] ML 5Kk
TETHEMEZN Y E B FE b ) T e MR B . AW SO, KA R B KA AT B . KR IR
GrTE AT I At T AR B A AT 11 1R LD KR B T, RT-qPCR G2 BA K L SiMLs % g % Gy
e JSLAS [0 R B (15 5, HL SiMLs JEFIREN FiRERIA, HEMZL KL SiMLs KR 2 5% MR RUEED I %)%
Wl (B9 o BFFLSE RG MR S FARL, by S BOA B R B R KT S WIS, FTA R R
TR SiMLs 1R IE HEIER S, 2019) o 41 KWL SiMLs B RTEAN B 75 5 3~48 h 5 1 .3 FIERIE (P<0.05),
MERWIE G, £FFRY (3~12h) , SIML KRR BE B, 358 (24~48 h) 4] SiML
FIRH I IE, 7R 2L KWL SiMLs 5300 1 A Wi N2 LR N, 7E AN [F) 5 i 8] i O VR AN IRD, - HL SiML
RN 3 AN [F5 SR A ()5 SR AR [R] W71 SiMLs SR B AEAS [F)9 JR 1 5 5 b BTV AR 22 T AN
M (B9 o HERLREHEEA AR A EEE S X EREBFFERA I UHARIBSAR
Yk — & FIRE M IR, 2019) o K& BmNPC2 R4 40T AR 22 0 R K SR B s 2 3%
15, BmNPC2 REE#: 5pH R4, H BmNPC2 GERHE X BmNPV (E4If385E, BN BmNPC2
Wi SS9 75 1) IR 0l o ASBIE AT 45 SR 5 XA BmNPC2 1) e 35 45 R — 3 (5K 55, 20195 Minkner et al., 2020).
MTEZ, AT, 2K SiML Ktk 5 AN IERAER R S5, RT-qPCR &l SiMLs F5E % 1 K
IAA A FEFREE W FRILZE T, HAEA [F0 S5 A4 2 IR AEAE A [R] 1) S e i AR, 7R 20 K ) SiMLs SR )%



% B F S SRR E A IR LK ICRAT BRI VE R . W LS5 RN Ja SR 240 KL SiMLs Z R &
FIIREIBE IR S E ., I AR R R IT R SR B .
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