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Research advances in the physiological basis of spermatheca of honeybee

bee queen on stored sperm viability

LIU Zhen-Guo, SONG HongYu, CHI Xue-Peng, YAO Yu-Feng, XU Bao-Hua" ( College of Animal
Science and Technology, Shandong Agricultural University, Tai’an 271018, Shandong Province, China)
Abstract: In a eusocial bee colony with a single queen, the only fertile female one who lays fertilized and
unfertilized egg to breed population. A fertile queen is necessarily linked to colony fitness. The mature
virgin queen only mates during a very brief period to acquire and store a lifetime supply of sperm. As
sperm cannot be replenished, the polyandrous queen must keep the stored sperm viable in the spermatheca
for several years. However, certain aspects of the physiological roles remain largely unclear and further
studies are required to address it. This article reviewed the accumulated evidences of morphology,
reproductive physiology, sperm motility factors and micro environment of spermatheca support on the sperm
long term storage, to provide the systematic understanding of honeybee resources evaluation, protection and

utilization, as well as the pest control strategies.

Key words: Honey bee; spermatheca; sperm; antioxidant; ROS
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SEARAE 2019) , X H R} Ceratopogonidae ( 3
el 2, 2018) . K M B} Tipulidae ( #X W 2%,
2019) . SRl Drosophilidae ( Mayhew and Merritt,
2013) , M H (4 F} Termitidae ( Khan, 2019) ,
&5 H w¢ #} Formicidae ( Wheeler and Krutzsch,
1994) . 4 /&Rl Preromalidae ( X1 B85 1 5 4 1%,
2018) . #HERL Apidae ( REEWISE, 2007) S5 A
b & o, TE4EReRs 7] B 1 7 ok AR
(far R ZAEEL, 2003) .

R EENEHEER, BEN Rl
B}, BRFNE Apis mellifera ligustica 7541t TG [
WAz, HitE ERAEZ) ™ 20 A2 K0, JF
HAES IR IFIXFE R P2 B0 S35 2 ~4 4F, HIH 2R
BK T2 53K (Winston, 1991) o {EHEH)# T
JE AR M BERE S A LAY ( Pettis et al. , 2016) , fij
NG WK 1 R] B R M T R R ) R
WENELT, BESIEAHE LR, BEK
ISR Z KGO0 AR P i Frh, AR RS TR T
SR, I T 7 0 T e ) 2 5 S A 0 e B
R, Wi, SRR E4ER N6
FREN I AL A B8 H - MR fErh, k%
L B BAZR 3 DA 0y T R R 1 A A 2 A I i) P
FErTE M, WAE I )3 % T ME 9 19 7 A ( Stiirup

et al. , 2013) o XFWRFIR R & B H4 1 0 EATR K
MAEE . HARITIHA g (1) Wb R %
U O i T A UM IS RO FERE . IEH SO T,
W TE— IS Kbl 5 12 KA A i s HOR AL
( Simone-¥instrom and Tarpy, 2018) , W] 3k45 EAUEH
K, Lo, AuE S R, g m
T TR e RFLHTAI XS, FEZEI ARG J. (2) 4%
T CHERRG” ML AR RSB (3) g
X A LB ) S 2 RS AT e A
MR R, ZAERIT OB NLA =2 KA,
AT LIRSS 2= AR B0 AEE B3 O/ xk HOE T Y
BRI TE " Z KGO0 ((MEPE —A5R) R R 2
KGO (BREPE BAAEIE) o

1 BISRREGUEEEEEETE

L1 $&FZEREH

EZ R R EREA ., HRRZ208 11 mm,
Hi 12 b B 20 2 A IR B A A, oA PR AT AR B
( Paynter, 2015) ; RKEHHKSE, SMFEGEERENS
o RGN R T B AR, 1 X
BRI AR ( REWISE, 2008) , HZ5HTE WL
K1

‘A
N~
—.'ﬁ
WA b2
~

P BHZX Endophallus

¥5F Semen

(@)
-

-
-
-
ZFEe ‘Spé'nnatheca
-
N

HiUPE Ouiduct

B SIS (A) | B SRS (B) MRRAIEAUREIE (C) (M4 Koning, 1994)
Fig. 1 Honey bee mating fly ( A) , the mating structure of the queen bee and the drone ( B)

and the queen’s spermatheca ( C) ( Adapted from Koning, 1994)
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1.2 ERAEAE

WEREE R 1 KO . BT Sk MM T
FULUTE 3k 22755 1 3 80 A9 I 8 2 B ( Rangel et al. ,
2019) o %8 e o H LI AR B AR AR 2 — E 2 HEAS T
I HEEFE PG, KEANTHACH. ¥ TSR 5%
BAT DK TIAr TR RIABEZA, IF
ATHREARAEG A1, U AE B[R] 8 o2 T e 11 7

S W) 32 B g 6 AR B ) ( Haplodiploid
sex determination system) ( Charlesworth, 2004) , H:
B XA FE IR ME " ME ( Arrhenotokous
parthenogenesis) ( Heimpel and de Boer, 2008) #i
ORAEFE AT, Hrh B R Z KGO R BNk,
BRI (R BAUE TR MR A% 58 % e 1) 57
WAy, BRSO SR A, BR TR E AL R DL,
AR H5HENFHE (Galizia et al. , 2012) , (B4
A S 0 I e R A ) T e o ERCR AR AT AR
(&R, 2020) o FREEAR S, RS EOREAY T
FEIR, ool R, XA ARH. W,
AT FRIAEEART, B E M A M 0 A B o
BT T MM B ORI T R E, TR R
BT, MBS E R 2 W, H
FFAE BTN 2Y 40 d, FPERIEOL T, BACHEE
WhEmh R 8 MH AR (8RR AREIZ ),
2002) , XZyEEEH M. RFAE DT TR TR
PRIXE o

SE RS 1 W AR AR 8 o B AE BT AWFSE
TATEAE (RERWSE, 2008) o FEAZKEES
HIAEF4b T # 1k 38 B B RS Toflski 45 F1) ] %¢
JEY BRI S T R S RS T Ry iz sk,
RITESAG S HT 8 h s 74b T# IR, BERTE
K B RE YT &2 PR A iz 3 ( Tofilski et al.
2018) o KPRZEMEML C. osakensis FKE T B 7RG B¢
o, TECIC I R R =AM B, RS T TR
PEZ B R, B A R BE LR A AR T A
WA (ROS) kA ZE ( Gotoh and Furukawa,
2018) o MFHEAZKEREN AFE K, HIIHPF
A7 ¥2K5 ( Haberl and Tautz, 1998) . 155245 o f&
rhs A IR L 2 e TR 1 A8OR) T 6 ( Hunter
and Birkhead, 2002) .

2 BTFENALWESR

15 7 2 DA RS 00 A 5 R 0 36 7% B
REMEE 24545, A LAZ % Raymski 25 1900 %€ 75 i

( Rzymski et al. , 2012) o FAAT7 ki i i 2L 40 i
ASOX 8 e it S 408 v BOKS  E AT IS R A DY,
SYBR-4. RALPIBE ( Propidium iodide) Zifa, /3
MITESE (FLA) Ffizif (FL3) 29GiiE,
T XF H % R T XA 3 PR FBE T RS T 40
IFRARIE A, A I A i B
2.1 BE

WhoE kB, WG ARAE 0 T B HOKS 716 1, i HL
XA A5 45 fE 98 B U35 1% ( Sales et al., 2018) .
Bienkowska &P E T 40°C =HiEsk 9 ~ 10CILIEF
S5 Y T 0 RS W AERS 1 LB Gk 40% , PRt
TR RV I 349 25 52 R A B, e N A R R
ZHRGREN BT 7 Heil 7350 17% (9 ~ 10°C
IGIRIAEE) F121% (40°CHEIRIFEE)  ( Bienkowska
et al. , 2011) . McAfee WF5T &I, 2448 S0 2
KGN ATP A6 1) HSP JH B #4 0 3 ( McAfee
et al. , 2020) ,
2.2 RHF

APUESE B R B2 A% R 0 ] 4 o
ft ety R ™ B Jfp o Chaimanee 25 BJF 57 45 5 R B,
WEBEH & (0.02 ppm) AL HMRAE I T d J5 iESER
TAAEHRE R 50% , Tl EE (100 ppm) YR
BRI I0 T . e T SZORS B AR T A7 IS R R B 33%
( Chaimanee et al. , 2016) ., Gajger /& FHI5E Ht 5 b P
Jo Y B A2 ORS A RS T 80 T [ 20%  ( Gajger
et al. , 2017) o Kt 2% SR 38 23 el A1 2 i B0
71 (Kairo et al. , 2016) . £k & & F2 32 280
DRSS R (1 R R E ) JBhaE Sy RE ) b g
F AL A M R, DA R AR T s AR 2 R
( Forfert er al. , 2017) o 25 % NAE FIE JITEA =
FWERTS A BT REAR, R a] DLVE S 35 By ie 19 7
2.3 FHER

Tarpy 55 (2012) WFFEALIE, By P £ A7k
A 18 ) B e o Bt 38 3 0 W T S2 A A YRS
TG WO A B, S 1 Oy i 3E ) B, 3k )
90.3% , BEJFIIS A E A BEAL, 210 H 4
%A 81.3% ( Tarpy and Olivarez, 2014) ., iX 1] fig
SRR E T Z IR B (A,
2014) o Fhb, TEorMEZETT, WERFREE KR b
WYeZ 558, s O i e i A T R ML &l i
Shb e EAZ R A C R Y B IR B Ok, e
TR & BB B E SR, W . A
TG~ ¥ F40E (Rangel and Fisher, 2019)
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2.4 pHMETHE

W T AZ A #Eh pH {H 5 ik % 8.6 ( Paynter
etal. , 2017), FHH K& Zn** f£ 1 ( Weirich
et al. , 2002) o K5 AMNMIIEE b ARS T 45 S M A i 1
CATsper J97 Ca WiRFFE TG/ ( Quill e al. ,
2001) , MITSZMRRG 3z BhiE 1k TR 52 0y M 32 4
/] (Renet al. ,2001) o BFFEKHL, Zni@idfss
W Tt KT AN Zn WE 2
ZIPTT. 1 75, J5 ¥ ML Zn YRS 3 240 f o
WO AR 5 e S RS T 3RBE ( Chu, 2018) o iy
TEVHBR ROS H 475« 44 41 B 155 56 R 1k 5 T 4 4% o
FAEH, BOMSINGS (2 wg/mL) AEEFELR mORG 40
iz gl P 3 PR R ZORL AR B L L ( Ghafarizadeh
et al. , 2017) . KT 5BEAW LG 2R E
HOLYR, T 8 s i o R R X — ok B B AR
Anchordoquy AIF5¢ & B, TEMARANSZHREHE SR B b im A
] (0.4 pg/mL Cu) . %% (5 ng/mL Mn) . fifi
(100 ng/mL Se) . £ (0.8 pg/mL Zn) FI FiRTR
A% (Cu+Mn +Se +7Zn) , 5AREMSETER
XTHRAAAH H, Cus Se HI Zn B — 45 Ak #8241 19K
T - B AR Z, N Zn 1 h 203
MRS RER L ETE, @0 Cu 5 Cu + Mn + Se
+7Zn REPRZH R PR B A RN B 3 BT S b
SU G TV U U e = N 71 = R =R B
( Anchordoquy et al. , 2019) .

3 BIZTHEMIMEREEIIEE

TAE SN VAL 2005 9 PR 2 ) A ) Ay il 1 52 R
EZAE RN IR GE . Baer % %8 T % KW
STAFBFERESREAT, A RN T
LM E L, BB e 705 0 DUB 55 2 A
JUE LR E AP & e IR TP SR E ], [Hh
TP R I B AT RE s ORI (LA
PRAPERREE F) NSRS IR H A L, 7R 28 R
WAAH R T —2EH, JFHS AWM E NI,
T e B BURS W B HLBCER 1 B A e W e R A nl 5
¥ (Baer et al. , 2009) . Zareie Z& (2013) X%
VR E BT A TS R B, BT S E i 336 MR
H, S RIgHAMER 116 1, RZBHME
PR PE Bl R PR 45 A MAL BEAT o Baer 25 ARG 02
FEBEW S ) 100 AR AR F1 BT, HBERLIE 1 5
SRTRENT o WA ARALL =BT 20K 4 i o s ) 2 2
RS BEW B A BT ORI, JF LARE AR A HT

EAAH L B N E 4 ( Baer et al. , 2009) .
3.1 REIRFSHEESE

PR B SRR RS W TE 22 M A2 TE I R DA LR 37 A 4
e B T A A e e e i S U Y
FRR AT LITE 15 min AZRIEXS T 50% K 1 1 #
RS 3 U S R B 2 3 R A 38 1 B AL A3 W
g, DRy R s T A Z 0. KW
Wb BARS “A8” M el 57 My
( den Boer et al. , 2010) . MW F /I E M, 32
RERGMETFET A8 Bl T
Ul BEAE E 45 B B 20 B A6 AR oY R 0 i A2 T IR
FRIG 77, R RART IR R .

Pearcy 7EMG MY C. savignyi TR B: ZHEACHLH
K A ] — A RS FIE RS 7o (V34 73 M1
TER—HH) , PR AZ T Y BSR4 T 1Y 3
Bt B WA, DUSIRTE ZAE b 4l — 5 2 1l
X HAE 2K 48 P KRB AEOT /A 52 ) R AR R
H#EE) (Pearcy et al. , 2014) . {H7E WG 092 4 42
HOR R AT ARG 1o, HEDIAS + sRAE B 3A B 1Y M
ZJGHIF T o Chapman 45 38 2 Xof S W RS W 0 A7 AL
il B AF 58 B, O B e PR R e BEE M IR O W Y
Acp36DE A TENE 1512 B R i B b R 45
HENER], S5 —Fh R I EHI ) Acp62F 28 L 4T
RO KSR BE]” ( Chapman, 2001) .

ER N Uy VE SN S e R
(Id) ko2 B MR R Y, SETE MR
fIX, PRS2 R R ) 2 AR W 4E ek 1l &
PR OCHE. BFFR R, 00 LAY BT 52 F0 320G 28 N 45
S/ AN RO € =% /7 N [ IO 1 e B S R A ]
JE B X TR AR KA SR ZL A I B T, e T Y
RGesg Rk b g 5w, (AAES R 5 0w A )
R, SRR, W AR R A A AR G R
BB TR AR T AT R R AL AL B ( Davila
et al. , 2018) .
3.2 gERESHMELER

SZRTREN IR A A AR, RN T E 2 LU
W 77 AT RE AR ( Paynter, 2015) o #F5EK
PR AR 2R R A A 2R 3 Fh B2
HHRM Iy, AR THF R RIMETE I RAE -

Paynter 5§ (2017) % T % #4KE FRe R0,
KRR T ( GA3P) &M 1716 FU G IR )
FREREAI 7 o IR 15 52K 9 N A7 it MRt
THRERES, HEEFERLH T LEAINF
1 MLCHTRAGRORS 7, AFAES 7 b ol T i s
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JBENE ( GAPDH) 3% iRk, 783K BOWE % i
H ATP = A b F e sk o IR PR (ROS) firk
HIEAI . VEF I, RS T 1EE A 2RS4 i) 1k
A AR, ] DUS PR A Z K28, T7E
SRR A At o AR e e T AT e AN, DR
AL, X BE B AR SR N 1) % A R B R
3G I B B 3E G 0 FOR R B 0, b R A
( Glycolytic enzyme) . = B B Wl B% 5 # [
( Trisphosphate isomerase) 25 H 1, W58 & B &
W K™ & pH BERRARSZ RS 4 N AR AEA 1 A
K (Klenk et al. , 2004)

FETTA IR IEFRKE T 162K ® N He sk DURR, H
H SRS RE 32 2 BRI, AR T 528 4 1 AE & 4L B
AR e, LAERE A B0 PR 2. i ar i,
e FOKE FAAIG SR AL T BB A IREE ( Baer et al. ,
2009) o K5 FTESAGBE N AF IS ATD IR 23 04T M A
. A bR RAEREAT ROS 26 h R HE/EH . BR
W2 A, B AE A G TE 2 e K 4E R 5 I 17
T AR AT . Weirich 45 & 30 A2 FE 4 T 1Y 32 85
PV AL 2 F 0 52 oKE $E BA ) L E
(CAT) A1 4% Bt H Ik &% % B ( GST) I%
( Weirich et al. , 2002) , ALY B AL (SOD)
TRV 200 22 SN W3, RS RAE e kK F |
WAEI TR, Gotoh 4 (2017) i 45U 4
PR S A AT R IR S PR R 1 Tl A DG
P, st bR 1 RN L AR S2hE 3, R ILET#
AL R R A B s T e -

Wy % {1kl J5i ( prophenoloxidase, proPO) ZH 4t
SRR SR G e ) S B AR 4, 3E A R
1kEE ( Phenoloxidase, PO) VEBRSFY, X T ZH
PEFPAERT T R R BRI  Davila S5 00 WK 32 K
FELIAMULHLR RGN E] PO (UAFETE, JHEIN 2 HE 2Ly
PEARTE WAL A A T 3R AL T A A & ((Davila
et al. , 2015) . Collins Z£ (2004) 5E T & KA 5
A B A ( Catalase) . 2 e H K% 35 1
( Glutathione-S-transferase, GST) Fi#8 & 1k 9 1k
fiff ( Superoxide dismutase, SOD1) , ZERFEW, i
AL GST 1) 55 PR 2 3K 5 7 7™ B i 1 52 0 ¢
A Ze F i 10 ~ 20 £, SODI Rk g AEWI#
Hormak; e A A R G A B = H H R
ik, Jf HAE R A EE AR R A BT e, R
EIAR IR T A58 R 58, 78 A b k5 W v e
R E 40 A AL mRNA SR BT B E AR FR A 3
ORI R (A S AL (AR

4 EE5RE

U6 TSR B R R G 116 0 R BT A RE 5 T
T WERIBST R, QLS R S A
WAL E S A I OAEE (4G pHY B
T PUEAMEES) |« RERU RS RERGFE
BRI, 1B IR RS B LERHS Tl J kR
LR, A B TR AOH 1 ORI 0 RS R, T R
BN TR R RAT S Z IR ( Wegener et al. ,
2014) , et B o KRR BT URAE) T RIOR I (RIS
P, 2016) , HATHRAEML S, HEEEF PR
FFEHEANEM ( Pieplow et al. , 2017) , H M HE fif i}
K B B 2 A B O B AR G SE B 3 T ARG
BFROFPEF AL SR (Liu et al., 2013) o 2 4K
i ) g SRR R A OG> TAR L, KR
Kl T T Bk % -

ZHMEZAERGAE S Y b )2 A7, Rt &
SCHAIIRR . R AT AR SR BR 118 23 A K
PIGHTETT PR R, IR AMEME SRS A T S
HFE AR g B RAR, FEACHC ) sa b, 2 A B g
XPRERE SCAS SR PR 1 I LABR T, 3 M PG
NI 3 4 P BR3P E ERS T BEBE IR ARG BIL R A 4
RS AP RAF B TSR A, A T
fifp A B A PR TR R4 SR AR

SN B LI SR MR AR SE M A A T 2R R i,
TS 320K e A PRI RE R X 3R, HR B E A A
EL (DL LYW i S 2 = R R it L I N
S b R R SR R, O A T HUBT I A
Feftff .
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