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The progress of study on the relationship between ant community and

habitat and a new trend

CHEN You-Qing  ( Research Institute of Resources Insects Chinese Academy of Forestry Kunming
650224 China)

Abstracts: The relationship between the biocenosis and habitat is one of the foci of ecological research. Ant
community is the ideal object for this study because of its importance in the terrestrial ecosystem in terms of
biomass distribution and ecological functioning. In this article based on the review of the great deal of
scientific literatures the research progress of relationship between ant community species diversity and
habitat was elaborated. The classification of ant functional group scheme and the applications for
relationship between ant community and habitat on different spatial scale were introduced. But this scheme
had some limit in practice in some area. The definition of functional traits was introduced and some studies
on the relationship between ant community and habitat were elaborated based on morphological traits and
trophic position trait. And the research trend of functional traits was discussed.
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